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A rare occasion, as the Sedona, Ariz., landscape is blanketed in snow, 
with Cathedral Rock in the background. View more of Lane’s photos in 
his Portfolio on Pages 18-19.
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Online Exclusives

Make more money  
without doing more work 
 Are you new to OWAA’s Excellence in 
Craft contests? A vet, but not sure about the 
online submission process? Check out a list 
of FAQs at www.owaa.org/eic/faqs.

Outdoor Market 
 More than 20 listings were posted to 
the Outdoor Market since the last issue of 
OU was published. Listings include photo 
contests, publications seeking articles on 
conservation, shooting and hunting, to jobs 
as reporters and video production special-
ists. Details about these opportunities are 
available at www.owaa.org/ou/category/
market.

Making dues payment 
manageable 
 Worried about how you are going to pay 
your 2013 OWAA dues, but don’t want to 
lose your benefits? We don’t want to lose 
you either.
 Begin your dues payments no later than 
Jan. 1, 2013, to continue to receive OU and 
be included in our 2013-2014 Directory. 
Renew now by going to www.owaa.org/
store/renew-dues.

“ ”
Welcome to OU’s Online Exclusives! This page features a sneak peek of all the 
extras we just couldn’t fit into the monthly publication. To check out these bonus 
features, refer the website links mentioned below. –ASHLEY SCHROEDER, OU EDITOR

 Join conversations with other members and supporters who use OWAA’s social media pages to discuss outdoor industry news, 
current journalism trends, OWAA events and more.
 Plus, you don’t want to miss out on online-only promotions, including product giveaways and exclusive sales.
 Follow OWAA on Twitter at www.twitter.com/OWAAonline and Facebook at www.facebook.com/OWAAonline.

Continuing education opportunities
without having to leave your comfy couch

Get connected: Join OWAA’s social networks

 OWAA’s repository of conference session videos has been updated with con-
tent from the 2012 conference. 
	 	 n Fond memories 
  n Goals for the future
	 	 n Pictures, old and new
  n And more!
 Curious about what these videos look like? OWAA headquarters put together a 
preview showcasing a few of the sessions that are available for purchase. Check 
out that preview video at https://vimeo.com/51100072.
 Digital downloads and DVDs are available via www.owaa.org/store/ 
conference-videos.
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From the Executive Director’s Desk

 “On the road again
 Goin’ places that I’ve never been.
 Seein’ things that I may never see again
 And I can’t wait to get on the road again.”
  — Willie Nelson

As I sit down to pen my column this month, Jessica Pollett 
and I have just returned from our planning trip for the 
2013 conference that will be held Sept. 14-16 in Lake 

Placid, N.Y. By the time you read this, we 
will have also scoped out possible locations 
for 2015: Casper, Wyo., McAllen, Texas, and 
Reno, Nev. Add this to the nearly three weeks 
that OWAA staff and members were on the 
road to and from Alaska, and that adds up to a 
heck of a lot of air miles this past fall.

OWAA’s conferences are special events. 
They’re the Sunday dinners that keep our 
members at the table and part of the family. It’s 
been a couple years since Jessica and I explored 
Lake Placid for the first time, and going back to 
the Adirondacks during the height of their fall 
color let us know that we made the right decision when choosing 
this destination for 2013. Working with a committee of local chair 
Lisa Densmore, program chair Mark Freeman, the New York 
State Outdoor Writers Association and the Lake Placid Convention 
and Visitors’ Bureau guarantees the experiences attendees will have 
in Lake Placid will easily rival those they just had in Alaska. We’ve 
turned a corner in conference locations the past few years. We are 
genuinely blessed to have some of the most scenic destinations on 
tap for those who make the journey, from past locations like Salt 
Lake City and Alaska, to Lake Placid and beyond in coming years.

Some of the highlights to look forward to next September include 

a very friendly, walkable downtown right outside the hotels and 
conference center, with endless opportunities for dinner, drinks, 
music, walking and shopping, all set against the backdrop of Mirror 
Lake. Lake Placid’s new conference center, proposed to attain Gold 
LEED certification for their construction methods and materials, is 
the perfect size to host our sessions without folks feeling lost in a 
cavernous facility. 

Lake Placid is ads vibrant community steeped in the history and 
traditions of the outdoors. Conference events will get you out of 
meeting rooms and into the outdoors, including Demo Day at the 
Adirondack Mountain Club’s Heart Lake Loj (yes, that’s how you 
spell it!), Shooting Day at Heaven Hill, and an evening of explora-
tion at the Wild Center in Serenac Lake. 

And let’s not forget pre- and post-conference trips that will take 
you beyond the immediate community and into a unique park that 
is made up of both public and private land, all melded together to 
create more than six million acres of wilderness boasting 14 high 
peaks, endless opportunities for wildlife and bird watching, fishing, 
hiking, photography, canoeing and hanging out at the water’s edge 
in a quintessential Adirondack chair.

More coverage of the conference planning can be found on page 
14. We hope you’ll read with baited breath and plan to make your 
arrangements to join us next year for yet another exhilarating expe-
rience in the outdoors.

From OWAA staff to you, I want to wish all of you a very 
happy holiday season. No matter what you celebrate, make sure to 
celebrate with friends and family, and take the time to cherish the 
relationships – both personal and professional — that feed your 
creative soul throughout the year.  See you in 2013! n

—  OWAA Executive Director Robin Giner,
rginer@owaa.org

‘On the road again’

ROBIN GINER

Jobs and editorial-needs listings  
are updated throughout the month!

www.owaa.org/ou/ 
category/market

Correction
From the list of award recipients from the 2012 
OWAA Excellence in Craft contests that was 
published in the October/November issue of 
OU:
n Paul Gill is co-author of “Wild in Arizona: 
Photographing Arizona’s Wildflowers.” Gill and 
Colleen Miniuk-Sperry received third place 
honors in the book contest. Gill’s name was 
originally omitted from the award announce-
ment.
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President’s Message

As happens at any OWAA annual 
conference, talk one evening 
at this summer’s conference 

evolved from a discussion about sessions 
and who was in attendance, to talk about 
who was missing.

I brought up the 
name of an OWAA vet-
eran who was absent, 
not only from the con-
ference, but from our 
association’s roster.

Someone speculated 
the loss was likely a 
result of our recent 
membership criteria 
overhaul, including 
new options appealing to communicators 
who work primarily, or possibly exclusive-
ly, in electronic media.

This writer, apparently, had been vocal in 
his opposition to opening OWAA’s ranks to 
those some believe are not “real journalists.”

This is unfortunate.
The board’s decision to revisit our mem-

bership criteria, which eventually led to the 
membership-approved revision of the cri-
teria, was not taken lightly. The board gave 
the issue much thought, as did members 
who voted to approve the bylaws change 
this past May.

Evolution is rarely easy. Often uncom-
fortable. Major or rapid changes can bring 
attention to our own mortality.

But reaching out to electronic commu-
nicators is not admittance that traditional 
forms of outdoors communication are ir-
relevant. We are not espousing that printing 
words and photos on paper is no longer a 
valid way to reach an audience. Instead, we 
recognize that the profession is changing.

The reality is that electronic communica-
tion has become an important way to reach 
audiences. And reaching an audience, be it 
through print or electronically, is what this 
is all about, isn’t it?

That’s why we were careful to work 
some specifics, such as income-generation 
requirements and/or readership minimums, 
into the membership criteria for electronic 
communicators.

We very well may tweak those criteria 
down the line, if necessary, to more appro-
priately vet our members.

OWAA has long prided itself on being 
able to provide a stamp of credibility for 
communicators, and we have no plans to 
get away from that. By keeping criteria in 
place, for all of our members, we maintain 
the important exclusivity of our group.

Plus, reaching out to this new generation 
of electronic communications specialists 

has its professional advantages for longtime 
members. Many veterans of this profes-
sion have been working hard to keep up 
with technological advances, and not just 
by making the necessary switch from film 
to digital cameras. Many of us who have 
worked for decades in only print media are 
supplementing our output with blogs and 
websites. We can learn a lot from communi-
cators who specialize in electronic media.

And here’s something else: Those folks 
can learn from those of us who came up in 
the good ol’ days of print.

Instead of summarily dismissing bloggers 
and Internet specialists for not being “real” 
journalists, why don’t we make a commit-
ment to mentoring them? Many have talent 
and desire, and are working hard to build 
their reach and influence.

I wish that one longtime member was 
still around to be a mentor to these eager 
novices. He could have taught them a lot 
about capturing the wonder of the outdoors 
in words and pictures.

And probably learned a few things him-
self along the way. n

—  OWAA President Mark Taylor,
mark.taylor@roanoke.com

OWAA can be both exclusive and inclusive

MARK TAYLOR

CONGRATS TO HONORARY AWARD RECIPIENTS
 The recent awards to Dave Richey and Thayne Smith could 
not be more appropriate or more deserving. I’ve know these 
gentlemen for 40 years and have always admired their dedication 
to their craft, and to OWAA. Congratulations to both of them.

— Ron Kerr,  former OWAA member 

THANKS FOR COMING TO ALASKA
 Sportsman’s Alliance for Alaska would like to thank all of the 
OWAA members who traveled to Alaska for the 2012 confer-
ence. We hope that you enjoyed as much of what Alaska has to 
offer as your schedule allowed. Should you have any questions 
regarding Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine or the Tongass National 
Forest, don’t hesitate to reach out. The video of the Pebble 
Mine panel discussion should be available online soon. Also, if 
you have any hero shots you’d care to share, we always like to 
include things like that in our newsletter. Contact me at 605-351-
1646 or Scott@SportsmansAlliance4AK.org. 

— Scott Hed, Sportsman’s Alliance for Alaska

Feedback guidelines
Members are encouraged to write about issues and topics. The exec-
utive director and editor will decide whether opinions are appropri-
ate for debate or if the comments promote a personal cause; if the 
“cause” is unrelated to OWAA’s mission and potentially damaging 
to the membership, the letter might not be printed. Word limit: 400. 
Longer letters will be returned for revision. Send letters to editor@
owaa.org.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Character Sketch: Tom Huggler

According to Michigan author and 
freelance writer Tom Huggler, 
there are no secrets in outdoor 

writing. He doesn’t have a little tip for 
selling articles. Success in outdoor writing, 
he insists, is all about careful planning and 
hard work.  

“It’s always been a buyer’s market,” said 
Huggler. “So it’s a challenge of getting the 
pieces of the puzzle together. You need to 
find the pieces, get the editor’s attention, 
study the market, and then craft the piece. 
Then you can turn in an article that they 
simply can’t turn down.”

Huggler’s observation comes after a 
noteworthy career as an outdoor writer. He 
published his first story, a piece on muskrat 
trapping, when he was 12 years old. He was 
17 when he placed an article in the Janu-
ary 1963 issue of Outdoor Life, a piece that 
fetched him a $350 paycheck. That article, a 
hunting story titled “Crows a la carte,” was 
by no means a shortcut into the industry, 
though.  

“It took me 15 years to sell the next,” he 
said, chuckling.   

After college, Huggler pursued a career 
in education. He taught high school English, 
served as an administrator and pursued 
writing on the side, particularly during sum-
mers. By 1974 he was writing enough to 
qualify for membership in OWAA, but his 
writing remained a weekend profession.  

It wasn’t until 1982, with a year’s leave 
of absence and a carefully calculated sav-
ings account, that Huggler stepped tenta-
tively into the outdoor communications in-
dustry. He knew precisely how much money 
he would have to make as a writer, and he 
was prepared to return to the classroom in 
the event he didn’t meet that goal. 

Today, he tells the story with ease. He 
marks 1982 as the start of his full-time writ-
ing career, and that savings account, tucked 

away in case he couldn’t make ends meet, 
ended up financing a family vacation in Eu-
rope. For Huggler, outdoor communications 
ended up paying off.  

Ralph Stuart, the editor of Shooting 
Sportsman magazine, has worked with Hug-
gler for some 25 years. For him, the reason 
for Huggler’s success is simple.  

“Tom is the epitome of what I would like 
to be if I was a writer rather than an editor,” 
he said.  “He’s always working — always 
photographing, always taking notes, always 
observing details — and it shows in his 
writing.” 

Jake Smith, editor at The Pointing Dog 
Journal, has also seen the results of Hug-
gler’s dedication to the craft. He describes 
Huggler’s regular column, Eastern Encoun-
ters, as a joy to read. “It’s one of the few 
manuscripts I receive each issue which I 
find myself reading with a cup of coffee 
instead of a red pen,” he said.

Huggler’s work doesn’t always end when 
an article is submitted, though. He still 
works closely with editors, who he describes 

as a gateway to readers. Red marks are an 
important part of the writing process.  

“He’s always been a great person to work 
with because there isn’t much of an ego 
there,” Stuart said. “He’s proud of what he 
turns in, but he’s not afraid to change it.”

Huggler put it another way. “Not every 
piece is a home run,” he said, “but if you’re 
going to write for someone is has to be a 
best effort.” And that includes whatever it 
takes to make that story perfect.  

These days, Huggler publishes about 25 
articles a year, including regular columns 
for three magazines. During the peak of his 
career, though, he was selling 150 to 175. 
He served as the camping editor of Outdoor 
Life and has worked in film, television and 
public relations. Over the course of two 
decades he penned 20 books, including the 
Fish Michigan series, “The L.L. Bean Guide 
to Upland Bird Hunting,” “Quail of North 
America,” “The Camper’s and Backpack-
er’s Bible” and “Fall of Woodcock,” among 
others. 

BY JAKE McGINNIS

Persistence, a few good friends, a best effort:  
Tom Huggler on success as an outdoor writer

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20

Tom Huggler and his grandson, Camden. Photo courtesy of  Huggler.
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National Affairs and Environment Committee

Renewable energy development 
has seen a dramatic growth in 
recent years. The solar indus-

try has reported a 300 percent increase 
since 2006. In addition, 6,816 mega-
watts of wind power was installed in 
2011 — 31 percent more than what was 
installed in 2010. Renewable energy can 
provide a longer-term solution to U.S. 
energy needs, but current efforts to open 
federal public lands for wind, solar and 
geothermal energy development could 
have long-term impact on important fish 
and wildlife habitat and limit access to 
these lands. If enacted, new bills in Con-
gress would provide a way to offset some 
of those impacts.

A priority of the current administration has been to diver-
sify the energy portfolio of the country and to proactively 
open federal public lands. Since 2009, the Department of the 
Interior has authorized 29 large-scale renewable energy proj-
ects on or involving public lands, including 16 solar facilities, 
five wind farms, and eight geothermal plants. Many other ap-
plications are at various stages of review. Currently, wind and 
solar developers pay fees for the use of national forest or BLM 
lands, but they do not pay royalties. The process for acquiring 
wind and solar sites is not competitive and once renewable 
projects move towards development, there is no compensation 
for the use of these public lands. 

The Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act 
(S. 1775, H.R. 5991 and H.R. 6154) strike a balance between 
developing energy resources while safeguarding fish, wildlife 
and water resources. The bills would establish a pilot leasing 
program for wind and solar development on federal public 
lands. In addition, a royalty system on the value of renewable 
power produced would be created — not unlike the system for 
fossil fuels. 

Some of the funding generated from the royalties would go to 
states and counties where the development occurs as well as to the 
permitting agencies to cover administrative costs. Most important to 
the conservation community, however, the bills would allocate 35 
percent of revenues from leasing of solar and wind power to secure 

public access for hunting 
and fishing, mitigate the 
effects of development on 
fish and wildlife habitat, 
and allow for the protec-
tion of the most impor-
tant fish and wildlife 
habitats.

The Public Lands 
Renewable Energy De-
velopment Act provides 
a different approach than 
traditional energy and 
mineral development on 
public lands. Hard rock 
minerals such as gold 
and copper are mined 
from public lands without 
payment or royalty. As a 
result, the clean-up costs 
of abandoned mines on 
public lands could cost 
tens of billions of dollars 
without dedicated fund-
ing to pay for it. And oil 
and gas developed on 
public lands has gener-
ated billions of dollars 
in royalties for states 
and the federal govern-
ment — but none of this 
money is set aside for 
fish and wildlife habitat 
protection or restoration. 

Time is short in the re-
maining days of the 112th 
Congress and it is unclear 
if any of the bills will see 
legislative action. But 
with a bipartisan list of 
cosponsors representing 
a range of political per-
spectives, bill sponsors 

Sens. Jon Tester, D-Mont., and James Risch, R-Idaho, and Reps. 
Joe Heck, R-Nev., Martin Heinrich, D-N.M., Paul Gosar, R-Ariz., 
and Mike Thompson, D-Calif., may still be able to work through 
the gridlock that has faced Congress for much of this session. n

BY SHAUNA SHERARD
Director of  communications for Trout Unlimited’s 

Sportsmen’s Conservation Project

Photos courtesy 
of  Jodi Stemler.

Bill would introduce renewables leasing on public lands
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Technology

Building a tribe of Facebook fol-
lowers doesn’t mean they will all see 
your posts. Here are some tips from 
a practiced pro on how to get back in 
front of your readers.

  

Time was, if you had a business 
Facebook page, posting on Face-
book meant all of your follow-

ers had a chance to actually see your posts 
appear on their feed, assuming followers checked into the site in a 
timely manner. 

Times have changed. Facebook is now charging publications, 
businesses and even individuals to guarantee every follower can see 
their posts. That becomes a big deal now that every corner of the 
outdoor writing profession uses Facebook to connect with audienc-
es and the site has hit one billion users. Assuring a wide-distribution 
is more important than ever.

This change came as an unpleasant surprise to Carol Sharkey-
Blodgett, who had “worked her fanny off,” as she puts it, to build 
more than 14,000 Facebook followers for her website, Makeitmis-
soula.com. She gained them by publishing stimulating content from 
a variety of local Missoula writers and photographers (myself being 
one of them), and by purchasing ads on Facebook to make sure 
Missoula locals would find out about her site. 

Prior to starting her own publishing company, Carol was direc-
tor of niche publishing for several of Lee Enterprises’ newspapers, 
so she knew exactly how important it was to maintain a readership. 
Facebook remains her No. 1 gateway for linking readers to new 
content, yet she now faces a situation where perhaps only 2,500 of 
her 14,000 “likes” can see her site’s new Facebook posts in their 
news feeds. 

“We were desperate to find a solution. 
We simply couldn’t afford to sit on all those 
‘likes’ and not do something,” Blodgett said. 
So she researched all she could find about 
strategies for maximizing post distribution. 
She has since dug up some tricks to making 
her posts “stickier”:  

1. Consider doubling up on popular posts. 
Blodgett says she sometimes posts in differ-
ent day parts — similar to broadcast media.  
For example, she may post a story first thing 
in the morning to catch the Facebook-before-
breakfast crowd. If an update goes viral and 
is clearly popular, she will sometimes post 

it again in the afternoon with an altogether different update in the 
evening. 

“We will hide the original post on our wall, then in the afternoon, 
we’ll post it exactly the way we did originally and people don’t 
seem to notice the duplication. We’ve never had anyone complain 
or even comment that we posted something more than once in day. 
But by doing that, we sometimes can get in front of 50-100 percent 
of our audience,” she said. “Now keep in mind we don’t do it fre-
quently — only when we have a story we know will resonate.” 

2. Aim for two to three updates per day, but no more. “We’ve 
done a lot of reading about how much is too much — and we’ve 
watched our Facebook Insights so we know when people are ‘unlik-
ing’ us. The worst way to alienate your readership is to ‘robo-post.’ 
We generally aim for one post in the morning, one in the evening.”

3. Don’t just rely on the feature image that Facebook automati-
cally pulls off your website. Go big. “Pictures speak 1,000 words 
with Facebook posts. If you want to draw attention, you want to 
post an eye-catching photo, not just the automatic thumbnail. And 
if you can do it with a truly spectacular photo, 90 people might just 

BY PAUL QUENEAU

Ensuring Face-time on Facebook

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20

Hey, who hid the Page posts? If 
you are you following OWAA or 
another Facebook Page but don’t 
think you are seeing all of its posts 
in your news feed,  you can fix 
the problem yourself: http://www.
squidoo.com/how-to-get-your-old-
news-feed-back-on-facebook.

MISSING SOMETHING?
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Craft Improvement

BY MARK FREEMAN

”“Sure, it might mean working 
out of  your comfort zone, but 
it puts you in front of  a wider 
audience while perhaps even 
helping save your job.

— MARK FREEMAN

One of the truisms of the newspa-
per world is that there’s no such 
thing as a city editor who is not 

desperate. He or she would trade one of 
their kids’ kidneys for a decent story pack-
age during a slow news cycle, and this is 
something that can as easily be dreaded by 
staffers as exploited.

Outdoor writers can find desperate city 
editors as easy pickings to help get them oc-
casionally out of the sports pages and onto 
the front page. Sure, it might mean working 
out of your comfort zone, but it puts you 
in front of a wider audience while perhaps 
even helping save your job.

Outdoor writers’ futures in newspapers 
likely will come down to how prolific, how 
well read and how effectively your pieces 
are sprinkled throughout the entire newspa-
per, including Page 1A.

Staffers relegated to the sports desk can 
parachute onto the front pages on occasions, 
and here’s a blueprint for doing so.

First, timing is everything. We know that 
what ends up on 1A aren’t always the best 
stories of the year — just the best stories 
of that day. So focus on those news dead 
zones like the week between Christmas and 
New Year’s Day and the last two weeks of 
August to pitch your packages to editors 
during their most desperate times. Week-
end and Monday packages are also well 
received. Even editors who scoff at outdoor 
stuff most of the year will be far more prone 
to give you that 1A splash than ever during 
those desperate times.

Now, think format. For weekend pack-
ages, a story and a photo are a must. But be 
ready to add sidebars, fact boxes and locator 
maps to fill it out. Chances are slim that your 
photos will pass 1A muster, so plan on work-
ing with a staff photographer. Also, figure 
on working out a week ahead so paginators 

can really wallow in your package to make 
it look best.

And blood shots won’t work.
But none of that matters if you don’t 

have good material.
Stories about invasive species verses na-

tive species, trend stories, or unusual animal 
and plant stories are all topics that will get a 
city editor’s interest.

Brett Prettyman hit 1A of the Salt Lake 
Tribune with a mule deer population-trend 
and predation story built around a day cap-
turing and collaring deer. My stories about 
a wandering wolf looking for love in all 
the wrong places netted me 1A in my paper 
three times in three weeks.

These aren’t Me-and-Joe pieces. They’re 
not hook and bullet, but rather focus on 
flora, fauna and human interaction with 
them. That is what expands your readership 
because your regular readers will find the 
story and all those who don’t thumb through 
the Sports section will give you a shot you 
never got from them before.

But you don’t have to think big to crack 
1A.

Smaller stories that can be packaged with 
breaking news are dynamite ways to prove 
your worth in your newsroom.

Rich Landers of The (Spokane) 
Spokesman-Review has taken this to an art 

form. Kids die in a kayaking accident and 
he writes a sidebar talking to experts about 
how to avoid these tragedies. He’s even 
landed on 1A with a picture and short story 
about a goofy-looking kid catching a big 
fish in town.

Last June my city editor told me a staff 
photographer got a picture of a black-tailed 
deer that gave birth to three fawns in front 
of the window to a hospital birthing center’s 
lobby. She asked if three fawns at once is 
rare? No. Is it unique? No. Is it news, some-
how? Not really.

But I know a sappy story and photo of 
three fawns getting “oohed” and “aahed” 
by doctors and nurses is a slam-dunk 1A-er. 
A true “Hey, Martha” story that gets people 
reading and talking.

It not only led my paper that next day, 
it ran across the country and cracked some 
papers in Europe as well. EIC-worthy? Of 
course not. Happy editors? Definitely.

The bottom line is that 1A is fertile 
ground to expand your readership within 
your newspaper, get your stuff in front of 
more noses and show your editors that you 
know how to maximize your worth to read-
ers.

And the next time the bean-counters 
come reckoning in the newsroom, all that 
makes it harder to cut outdoors coverage or 
the outdoors guy. n

A member since 1993, 
Mark Freeman was recently 
elected as OWAA’s second vice 
president. Freeman is a staff 
writer and columnist for the 
(Medford) Mail Tribune. He is 
also an adjunct profession of 
journalism at Southern Oregon 
University. Contact him at 
mfreeman@mailtribune.com

Writing for 1A
FOR STAFFERS
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I got my start in writing by way of 
the newspaper business because 
I was told more than once that 

I had a face for radio but a voice for 
newspaper.

But these days, radio isn’t simply 
an aural medium. Most radio stations 
now have an Internet-based component, 
and the more you can provide for that 
side of the business, the more valuable 
you’ll be to the people who pay the 
bills.

Even if you’re not working for a 
station with a website, you can jazz up 
your offerings simply by posting your 
shows on your own website, along with 
adding photos to give your visitors 
more reasons to come back and see you 
again.

If you use a blog editor like WordPress, it’s easy to include both 
sound files and photos in your posts. I write a short teaser on my 
blog post to get the readers interested in hearing the radio program 
each day. I then hyperlink the audio file to the words “today’s 
show” in the teaser, so a reader can easily click and listen to the 
show. My show’s only two minutes long, so it doesn’t keep visitors 
chained to their computers for a long time. If you have a longer 
show, consider several teasers that draw readers in to short seg-
ments from your show.

Once in a while, I add a photo to spice things up. I really should 
add a photo for every post, but I don’t have enough good photos to 
do that without putting up substandard images. I think it’s important 
to use high-quality pictures that illustrate, rather than decorate. If 
you don’t have a good picture that truly fits the subject of your post, 
don’t use one at all.

Other radio bloggers use videos in their posts, and that can be 
even more compelling. If you have a good webcam and record in 
a clean, orderly room or studio, you might even consider videoing 
yourself recording your show and using pieces of that video in your 
webcast. You can mix video of yourself (and your guests) talking 
into the microphones with B-roll of whatever you’re talking about.

For instance, I do auto reviews a couple times a month. I started 
recording footage from the front seat of the four-wheel-drives I test, 
as I take them over the forest road I use as a test track. I also have 
a coworker record from the outside of the vehicle as I take it over 
particularly nasty patches of that forest road. I haven’t perfected the 

format yet, but I plan to mix this foot-
age with a few still shots of the vehicle 
in front of scenic backdrops. This will 
give website visitors a virtual tour 
of the vehicle while I’m telling them 
about the strengths and weaknesses of 
the vehicles I test.

Again, adding video to Web posts 
is easy if you’re using WordPress or a 
similar content management system. 
All you need to do is click the “Add 
Media” button and then drag and drop 
the file into the post.

It takes far longer to tech the photos 
or edit the video than it does to add the 
media, once it’s been edited, to the site. 
I use Adobe Photoshop Lightroom and 
Adobe Photoshop to process my pho-
tos, and I’m learning how to use Adobe 
Premier Pro to edit the video. 

If you, like me, are somewhat 
lacking in photo editing skills, pick 

up “The Adobe Photoshop Lightroom 4 Book for Digital Pho-
tographers” by Scott Kelby, available at KelbyTraining.com. For 
Photoshop and Premier, the books in the Adobe Revealed series 
— “Adobe Photoshop CS5 Revealed” by Elizabeth Eisner Reding 
and “The Video Collection Revealed: Adobe Premiere Pro, After 
Effects, Soundbooth and Encore CS5” by Debra Keller — are ex-
cellent tutorials and references.

There’s a bit of a learning curve with any photo or video editing, 
but the added content you’ll give website visitors will make the ef-
fort well worth your while. Besides, you’ll eventually give yourself 
another marketable skill. I’ve finally gotten to the point where I 
think my photos are worthy of posting, and someday I might feel as 
confident with my videos.

Good luck, and if you get stuck, don’t be afraid to reach out to 
other OWAA members who already have the skills you’re trying to 
master. n

Craft Improvement: Radio

BY TY STOCKTON

Photos on the 
RADIO?

A member since 2001, Ty Stockton has also served on the 
OWAA board of directors. Stockton hails from Cheyenne, 
Wyo. A boyhood living a stone’s throw from the Wind 
River in central Wyoming ruined him for any productive, 
meaningful indoor occupations. He is a freelance writer, 
photographer and radio host. Contact him at stockyty@
gmail.com.

Increase interest in radio shows you post online by including photos.
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Craft Improvement: General

Color me skeptic, but as an editor 
I just can’t take things at face 
value. With outdoors enthusi-

asts’ propensity to exaggerate, believability 
should be a major concern for every writer. 
But I’m regularly approached by writers 
with rough drafts void of a single quote or 
attribution. 

Small columns, such as this, or anecdotal 
writings are meant to entertain or engage 
the reader. They stand on their own without 
much help. But informative articles, the 
kind editors are willing to pay good money 
for, require research. More importantly, they 
require the writer to state the source of their 
knowledge.

Many members of OWAA (myself in-
cluded) began their writing careers because 
they loved the outdoors and felt comfortable 
being a source of knowledge. Everyone has 

a subject or two they could write about from 
the cuff. But if editors only wanted outdoors 
experts, getting our next story would be 
as simple as driving to the waffle stop on 
the way to a popular hunting destination. 
Rather, we editors want journalists. 

As a writer, you’ve chosen to be an 
expert in journalism, not animal behavior, 
metallurgy, statistics or the host of disci-
plines found in good outdoors prose. Find 
the experts in those fields and let them 
tell the story. When you write, be sure to 
include the source, and explain why that 
person or source is relevant to the writing. 
If you only give your readers the name of 
the interviewee, they still don’t have much 
to go on. Stating that Richard Kaminski said 
something doesn’t mean much to readers. 
Stating Richard Kaminski, wildlife biolo-
gist, doesn’t help much either. But Richard 
Kaminski, professor of wildlife ecology and 
management at Mississippi State University, 
lends much more weight to his words.

One exception to the rule of expert 
opinion is niche writing. A person who 
has established him or herself as an expert 
through a career of books, articles and 
speaking engagements on a single subject 
(using sources) gets a little leeway when it 
comes to quoting others. But if that author 
isn’t the first thing that comes to mind when 
a reader looks at the subject, they’re still 
taking a chance if they don’t at least refer-
ence some of their previous works. 

Of course, without a source to back me 
up, all you’ve read is one editor’s opinion. n

BY RANDY ZELLERS

Randy Zellers is from Little 
Rock, Ark. A member since 
2005, he also serves on the 
OWAA board of directors.  
Zellers is editor of  Arkansas 
Wildlife, the magazine for the 
Arkansas Game & Fish Com-
mission. Contact him at randy.
zellers@att.net.

I’m no expert

Finding someone that will 
say what you want is easy, but 
finding good, objective sources 
takes effort. Here are a few 
notes about where to find in-
formation to back your claims:

WEB SOURCING
Practically every subject can 

be found with a simple search. 
“Google it,” has become a 
part of common vernacular, 
but quoting a website isn’t 
going to cut it as research. The 
Internet is a starting point, 
not a final destination. Even 
working from the Web version 
of reputable organizations is at 
best lazy writing. Instead, use 
that site to make direct contact 

with the author of the work. 
Take a few minutes to call or 
email and personally interview 
the expert. Not only will direct 
contact from the source offer 
more credence to your story, it 
may open up more avenues to 
explore for future articles. 

DIRECT YOURSELF
The OWAA Directory is 

more than a spiral-bound 
placeholder on your bookshelf, 
it’s the Yellow Pages for all 
things outdoors. In addition 
to well-known writers who 
have forged a niche for their 
knowledge, you’ll find contact 
information for supporting 
groups who manufacture prod-
ucts and lead the charge in real 
conservation issues. 

CLIMB THE IVORY TOWER
Thanks to grants from 

nonprofit organizations, state 
agencies and the federal 
government, thousands of 
scientific studies are completed 
each year by Ph.D. candidates 
and professors at universities 
across the country. Everything 
from studies on line color’s 
impacts on angling success to 
the ideal amount of inverte-
brates in a migrating duck’s 
diet have been scrutinized by 
the scientific community. Con-
tacting  researchers directly 
can be tricky. One of the best 
resources to start your search 
for scholarly articles is the 
Wiley Online Library (http://
onlinelibrary.wiley.com). Take 
some time to read the research 

and form your questions 
carefully. Direct quotes from 
academics can be clunky, so be 
prepared to paraphrase.

TRUST THE GOVERNMENT 
When it comes to conserva-

tion, the best source is often 
found in state or federal gov-
ernment agencies. Most have 
trained communications pro-
fessionals who can handle re-
quests for interviews, research 
papers and the occasional 
image. The talking heads will 
give you good information, but 
their real power is in getting 
you some time with the biolo-
gists in the field. Whenever 
possible, make that extra call to 
the man who drives the tractor; 
he’s the one with which readers 
will most likely relate.

REFERENCE SECTION
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OWAA’s gathering in Alaska was 
more than a conference. It was a 
three-day immersion in a living 

classroom. Now, I don’t mean that we just 
sat around in the dirt looking at each other, 
waiting for something to happen. But we 
could have. Because to learn, all you really 
had to do was pay attention. 

So just what did the conference offer to 
improve a communicator’s craft? Here’s a 
first-timer’s take. 

1. Panels, presentations and other 
structured sessions. Editors, writ-

ers, photographers, and industry leaders 
gave away information they bought with 
hard work and time. The keynote speak-
ers inspired us. And, in the classroom, the 
presenters gave us focus. In one session, 
LeRoy Zimmerman shared his techniques 
for shooting the aurora borealis. In another, 
Chris Batin gave us blueprints for build-
ing our respective regional empires. And 
Alan Liere saved us all when he taught us 
it’s really okay to make fun of your mother-
in-law, as long as you first make fun of 
yourself. 

2. In the outdoors as peers. It’s 
hard to keep outdoors folk inside, 

especially in Alaska. So, there were lots of 
outdoor opportunities to learn from peers. In 
one evening alone, Reed Sherman gave me 
a mini-course on video gear and techniques; 
Brett Prettyman shared his best newspa-
per advice; and Chris Hunt taught me the 
secrets of nymphing, which near dusk looks 
suspiciously like bobber fishing with a cane 
pole. 

3. Opportunities to observe. Chena 
Hot Springs Resort was a blur with 

outdoor communicators doing what they do 
best. Photographers shot images of early-
morning moose, a pilfering squirrel, and ev-
erything in between. One writer conducted 
an interview on horseback, another from the 

back corner of the restaurant where I drank 
my coffee. 

4. Materials and information. Every 
surface was a candy rack dangling 

USB drives, handouts, maps, books or other 
informative goodies. I heard one guy even 
set out Beta/8-track/floppy-disk three-packs 
just to make sure no one was left out. The in-
formation in these materials was invaluable. 

5. Time to focus and reflect. A wall 
tent at the edge of the Alaskan for-

est was the best place to be at day’s end. No 
phone, no email — only the steady librarian 
shhhhhhh of a Coleman lantern and empty 
pages to fill with reflections on the day. 
How did Sam capture that moment in paint? 
How in the hell did Tom see that photo at 
St. Mary’s Lake — what a beautiful thing. 
Or, yes, “Think of one person and write to 
them.” That is deceivingly simple advice. 
These things were gifts. They were fuel. 
And they were surprisingly plentiful.  

6. Ideas. Ideas were everywhere. 
People and Alaska offered them at 

every turn.  

7. A chance at a chance. At my first 
Texas Outdoor Writers Association 

conference, humorist Kendal Hemphill said 
to me, to paraphrase, “It’s good you came 
so people can see you’re not some kind of 
weird-o.” There’s a lot of truth in that. A 
conference gives us a chance to see who we 
might want to work with or for.

The OWAA conference, though, was 
far more than business deals, leads and 
craft improvement. It was an expression 
of community. Observation tells me this is 
a tight-knit group of friends who, in part, 
gather just to be together outside, to hear 
one another’s voices, and to say, “Hey, I’ve 
been following your work this year. And, 
that piece you did, that was really some-
thing.” 

As for me, I came to the conference to 
learn and to be part of something worth-
while. I knew the learning would happen. 
Acceptance, though, can come hard or not 
at all. But Prettyman, my conference men-
tor, met me at the front door. And everyone 
there welcomed this first-timer in their own 
way. Then, handshakes and nods and rounds 
of “travel safe” ended the week. 

When I got back to Austin there was a 
thick envelope in my mailbox. Inside was a 
highlighter and a copy of “A Sand County 
Almanac.” Marty Malin sent it. Ever the 
teacher, he’d underlined in pencil a favorite 
passage. I realized then that the learning is 
just beginning. n

BY SHANE TOWNSEND

”“The OWAA conference, 
though, was far more than 
business deals, leads and 
craft improvement. It was an 
expression of  community.

— SHANE TOWNSEND

Shane Townsend is an inde-
pendent consultant and writer 
in Austin, Texas. Contact him 
at Shane.Townsend@gmail.
com. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT WHAT 
THE OWAA CONFERENCE 

CAN DO FOR YOU AT
OWAA.ORG/2013CONFERENCE

OWAA conference kick-starts craft improvement

2012 Conference Review: Chena Hot Springs Resort, Alaska
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2013 Conference Preview: Lake Placid, N.Y.

You’re coming to Lake Placid, 
right? Glad you can make it! 
Here are few tidbits to help you 

plan your trip, starting with Lake Placid’s 
location and how to get there.

ABOUT LAKE PLACID
Lake Placid is in the north-central part 

of the Adirondack Park. This 6.1 million 
acre state park is half public land, includ-
ing 1 million acres of designated wilder-
ness. There are about 100,000 full-time 
residents in the Park, of which 2,700 live in 
Lake Placid. It’s a friendly crowd, though 
“crowd” is an overstatement. Whatever 
your backcountry activity, whether fishing, 
hunting, hiking, paddling or bird-watching, 
it’s likely you’ll have the woods to your-
self. And I mean woods. Though many of 
the higher peaks have open rock summits, 
the region is better characterized by dense 
Northern forest (hardwoods and softwoods) 
at elevations below 2,500 feet, boreal forest 
(paper birch and conifers) up to 4,000 feet, 
or sub-alpine or alpine above 4,000 feet.

Geologically, the Adirondacks are a dome that’s 160 miles wide 
and a mile high. The tallest peaks are concentrated near Lake 
Placid, including the highest, Mount Marcy at 5,344 feet, which is 
also the highest mountain in New York state. Lake Champlain on 
the eastern boundary of the park is the lowest point at 98 feet. In 
between, you’ll find more than 2,000 miles of hiking trails; not only 
up mountains but also to many of the park’s 3,000 lakes and ponds. 
There’s also 30,000 miles of rivers and streams. (More on that in a 
future issue of Outdoors Unlimited.)

GETTING THERE
The nearest commercial airport to Lake Placid is in Saranac 

Lake. Cape Air, the only carrier into Saranac Lake, flies eight-
seaters from Boston several times per day. If you like small aircraft, 
on a clear day you’ll get a bird’s eye view of the region. If you’re 
first on the plane, you can sit in the co-pilot’s seat. (There are no 
assigned seats and only one pilot.)

Locals generally fly in and out of Albany, N.Y., a destination 
for major domestic airlines such as United, Delta and US Airways. 
Plattsburgh is a closer, cheaper option if you have access to PenAir, 
Allegiant or Spirit Airlines. Here are the distances to Lake Placid 

from airports in the Northeast which might 
be good options depending on your pre- 
and post-conference plans:
n Montreal, Quebec: 110 miles, (2 hours)
n Albany, N.Y.: 140 miles, (2.5 hours)
n Burlington, Vt.: 61 miles, (2 hours,  

 including ferry across Lake Champlain)
n Plattsburgh, N.Y.: 50 miles (1.25 hours)
n Syracuse, N.Y.: 200 miles (4 hours)
n New York, N.Y.: 290 miles (5.5 hours)
Ground transportation options include 

a rental car (highly recommended if you 
want to see more than Main Street Lake 
Placid); the Adirondack Trailways bus; or 
the Amtrak train. If you book an Amtrak 
ticket, choose Lake Placid as your destina-
tion even though the train itself doesn’t go 
to Lake Placid. That ticket will include a 
train ride to Westport, 45 minutes east of 
Lake Placid, as well as a pre-arranged bus 
ride from Westport to Lake Placid.

In case you’re wondering what to pack, 
my advice is to expect daytime highs be-
tween 50 degrees and 70 degrees. Bring a 
warm jacket, too. There will likely be frost 
overnight, and snow is certainly possible 
in the mountains. Though you should also 
pack rain gear: mid-September often brings 

a beautiful Indian summer to the Adirondacks.
The conference is early for peak fall foliage, which is usually the 

last week of September in the High Peaks region, through mid-
October at lower elevations. However, a number of trees and shrubs 
will already display flaming reds, brilliant oranges and glowing 
yellows. Expect both Mother Nature and the Lake Placid CVB to 
put on a good show for us.

And don’t forget: If you donate $850 or more to OWAA’s 85th 
Anniversary campaign by Dec. 31, 2012, Jack Ballard and I will give 
you a private tour. See you there! n

BY LISA DENSMORE

An autumn trail through the alpine zone in the Adirondacks. 
Photo by Lisa Densmore.

A former OWAA board member and an award-winning tele-
vision producer, writer and photographer, Lisa Densmore 
is local chair of the 2013 OWAA conference in Lake Placid, 
N.Y. www.DensmoreDesigns.com.

MAKING PLANS
for Lake Placid
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OWAA Legend

Bob Hines holds a unique niche on 
the roster of past OWAA mem-
bers. Rather than applying his 

skill with a pen or typewriter as most writers 
did, he deftly expressed his artistic talents 
with pencil or paintbrush. 

Born and reared in Ohio, young Hines 
began drawing around four years of age to 
comfort his mother, who was bereft after the 
death of her newborn daughter. As Hines 
crossed the threshold of adolescence, his 
beloved mother died. Hines channeled his 
grief by tending to a backyard menagerie 
of animals. He also joined the Boy Scouts, 
acquainting him with the richness of Ohio’s 
natural beauty. After he graduated from high 
school at sixteen years of age, Hines taught 
himself taxidermy, which reinforced his 
knowledge of animal anatomy and move-
ment. A health crisis the following decade 
forced Hines to reevaluate his career goals. 
He returned to drawing as a means of edu-
cating the public about Ohio’s wildlife. 

Hines had no formal art training. In 1939, 
when he received a job offer to become staff 
artist for the Ohio Division of Conservation 
and Natural Resources, Hines turned to his 
former high school art teacher. In just four 
days, he learned enough about oil painting to 
serve him the remainder of his career. One 
of Hines’ first assignments was to compose 
“Under Ohio Skies,” a weekly feature that 
appeared in some 300 Ohio newspapers. He 
also illustrated and occasionally wrote an 
article for the Ohio Conservation bulletin, 
which in the 1940s had some 50,000 sub-
scribers. Hines joined OWAA in 1942. 

A chance meeting with Frank Dufresne 
lead to Hines’ debut as an illustrator of 
books with Dufresne’s “Alaska’s Animals 
and Fishes,” a 1946 release. Hines used his 
proceeds from the book to join an OWAA 
sponsored Alaskan trek in which Dufresne 
was one of the leaders. The grandeur of 
Alaska’s landscape and its wildlife made an 

indelible impression on Hines, appealing 
both to the artist and outdoorsman in him. 

Encouraged by then OWAA President J. 
Hammond Brown, Hines submitted a draw-
ing of redhead ducks, which became the 
design for the 1946 Federal Duck Stamp. 

Hines humbly recalled, “In the 1930s 
and ‘40s there were no great rewards for 
designing the Federal Duck Stamp — no 
big publicity and certainly no huge financial 
rewards. It was just the honor of doing it.” 
He had to pay a dollar to purchase one of the 
Duck Stamps bearing his design for himself.

When Dufresne became the chief of infor-
mation for the Fish and Wildlife Service, he 
encouraged Hines to leave Ohio, move to the 
Washington, D.C. area, and join the Service. 
A product of his generation, Hines was less 
than enthusiastic to learn that his immedi-
ate supervisor would be a woman, biologist 
Rachel Carson. Following the success of her 
1951 “The Sea Around Us,” Carson asked 
Hines to illustrate her next book.

After he joined the Service, Hines was 
eager to observe the selection of the annual 
Duck Stamp design. He was appalled at 
the casual, subjective nature of the process. 
Hines suggested a more formal contest with 
impartial judging. He went on to coordinate 
the annual competition for more than 30 
years, earning him the moniker “Mr. Duck 
Stamp Contest.” Hines’s brainchild con-
tinues to promote the genre of wildlife art 
while advancing the aims of conservation 
throughout the Americas. 

In the mid-1950s, Hines facilitated and 
then designed the first four U.S. postage 
stamps featuring American wildlife. A Brit-
ish philatelic poll named his 1957 tricolored 
whooping crane stamp one of the 10 best 
stamps in the world for that year. The press 
run of 500 million stamps in the series 
introduced the term “conservation” a decade 
before it entered the national lexicon. 

Hines illustrated several high profile pub-
lications for the Service that advanced the 
tenets of the organization. “Ducks at a Dis-
tance,” a 1963 primer of waterfowl identifi-

cation, became a best-seller for the Govern-
ment Printing Office, which sold more than 
2 million copies. The frontispiece of “Birds 
in Our Lives,” a 1966 release, features a 
color Hines painting of a bald eagle. The im-
age gained popularity as a collector’s print 
entitled “The Symbol of Our Nation” during 
the nation’s bicentennial year, selling more 
than 100,000 copies. To celebrate the centen-
nial of U.S. fisheries conservation in 1971, 
the Service released “Sport Fishing USA.” 
Hines’s 22 color plates portray the habits as 
well as the habitats of their respective fish 
species. He along with Pete Anastasi wrote 
and illustrated “Fifty Birds of Town and 
City,” a 1975 release. Hines’s fish and bird 
images gained wider circulation as collec-
tor’s prints. His color illustrations enliven a 
1979 edition of “Migration of Birds.” 

In 1972, Ohio Rep. Delbert L. Latta read 
into the Congressional Record, “The Depart-
ment of the Interior can be proud to have 
Mr. Hines on its staff, for his service to his 
fellow Americans is priceless.” 

As Hines advanced through the Service, 
he attained the title of “National Wildlife 
Artist,” the only person to hold that dis-
tinction. He retired in 1981 after 32 years. 
Throughout his career, Hines illustrated 
more than fifty books. Upon his retirement, 
Hines was free to enter the Federal Duck 
Stamp contest as a private citizen. Hines 
submitted several entries, hoping to design a 
second stamp, but he never placed. His tra-
ditional style along with a faltering dexterity 
conspired against him. 

Hines was unable to enjoy a fruitful retire-
ment. His last major commission was to il-
lustrate a 50th anniversary edition of Rachel 
Carson’s first book, “Under the Sea-wind,” 
released in 1991. Confined to a nursing 
home, Hines died in 1994 at 82. The centen-
nial of his birth marks an opportune time to 
acknowledge a pioneer in the art of conser-
vation, self-taught, versatile, and prolific. n

BY JOHN D. JURIGA

The Art of  Conservation
Robert W. Hines: 1912-1994

Written by John D. Juriga, author of “Bob Hines: 
National Wildlife Artist” (Beaver’s Pond Press, 2012).
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DONORS
 August, September and October brought 
monetary gifts from generous donors. These 
tax-deductible donations are dedicated to 
funds designed to boost OWAA efforts 
ranging from education programs to opera-
tional costs. For details about OWAA funds, 
contact OWAA headquarters at 406-728-
7434.

“$85 for 85”
 Jack Ballard                        
 Terry Brady
 Sam Caldwell
 Dave Carlson
 Paula Del Giudice
 Will Elliott
 William Feinberg
 George Ingram
 Larry Kruckenberg
 Jim Low
 Carol Lynde
 Mike McKenna
 Timothy Mead
 Rich Patterson
 Tyler Stockton
 
Operating Fund
 Guy Coheleach                
 Dr. William “Doc” Forgey
 Arthur Glowka
 John Kronfeld
 Marty Malin
 Brian McGrath
 Glenn Sapir        
 Luann Sewell Waters

Madson Fellowship Fund
R. W. Altman                     
John Kruse  

Restricted Endowment Fund
Roger Eckstine
F. Eugene Hester
Luann Sewell Waters                     
Lonnie Williamson

McDowell Scholarship Fund
Tim Burres         
Will Elliott           
Margie Goldsmith
Grant McOmie
Angelo Peluso
Helen Saults
James Smith
Robert Smith
Luann Sewell Waters

NEW MEMBERS
 Al Cambronne
 Paula Dobbyn
 Kristel Guimara
 Ben R. Leal
 Mike Lynch
 Jake McGinnis
 Eric Morris
 Bob Redfern
 Raquel Robinson
 Gillian Scott
 Margaret Slayton
 Dan Stefanich

REINSTATED MEMBERS
 
 Lydia  Lohrer-Bevier, (Active Member) 
14221 Vernon St., Oak Park, MI 48237-
1389. (H) 586-665-6769, (W) 586-738-
1537, outdoor.edu@gmail.com, www. 
outdoorexplorers.net. Conservation educa-
tor, Outdoor Explorers. Founder of non-
profit Outdoor Leap (Leadership in Envi-
ronmental Adventures Program). Freelance 
writer, photographer, regional editor, book 
editor. First woman to host a nationally-
televised hunting show in North America, 
“Huntress.” Wrote, produced and starred 
in the longest-running commercial on the 
Outdoor Channel. Host and producer of 
“The Wild Life” national radio show. Cred-
its in Detroit News, Woods-N-Water News, 
The Richmond Review, C&G Newspapers, 
Michigan Out-of-Doors, TNUSA. Great 
Lakes editor, Gofishmagazine.com.  Host, 
writer, producer and creator of “American 
Family Outdoors” television show. Special-
izing in conservation education, environ-
mental literacy policy, bow hunting and 
Great Lakes issues.

CREDENTIALS REVIEWS
 
 The following members have success-
fully passed the review of their member 
credentials:
 James Cassell
 Tim Christie
 Ken Dunwoody
 Roger Eckstine

 Fred Eichler
 Holly Endersby
 Douglas Hannon
 Mark Herwig
 Susie Kiefer
 Peter Kummerfeldt
 Al Lindner
 Jennie Logsdon-Martin
 Chris Madson
 Charles Meck
 Harry Murray
 Kay Ohye
 V. Paul Reynolds
 G. Sam Piatt
 Daniel L. Schindler
 Cheryl R. Schindler
 Richard P. Smith
 Ted Williams
 Babe Winkelman
 Pat Wray

NEW SUPPORTING GROUPS, 
AGENCIES AND BUSINESSES
 
 Barbary Coast Productions Inc., 1859 
Fifth Ave., San Rafael, CA 94901. Contact: 
Jim Schlosser, executive producer/writer. 
(W) 415-258-9505, barbarycoastprod@
comcast.net. Producer and writer of out-
door adventure television series. Mission: 
“Television with texture, entertaining and 
educational programming, in touch with the 
environment.”
 Chena Hot Springs Resort, P.O. Box 
58740, Fairbanks, AK 99711. Contact: De-
nise Ferree, director of marketing and sales. 
(W) 907-452-2680, chrsm@alaska.net, 
www.chenahotsprings.com. 100-year-old 
rustic Alaskan hot springs resort. Health, 
happiness and fun in one destination - 100 
Alaskan adventures available! Host location 
for the 2012 OWAA annual conference.
 Muddy Water Camo LLC, 4134 San-
dridge Dr., Jackson, MS 39211. Contact: 
Michael Simmons, partner. (W) 601-260-
6473, mike@cs-law.com, http://muddy 
watercamo.com. Camouflage and outdoor 
clothing company.

DECEASED MEMBERS
 
 George “Stu” Lawson
 Dennis Lubin
 R. C. Rittenhouse
 Lawrence Van Veghel

ASSOCIATION
UPDATE
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Departments

A Walk for Sunshine (e-book)
Book by Jeff Alt, read by Kirby Hey-

borne, www.brillianceaudio.com: 10 hours 
unabridged, $19.99.

The best-selling book, “A Walk for 
Sunshine,” an Appalachian Trail adventure, 
was released as an audio book in June 2012. 
Kirby Heyborne’s voice takes you along 
Alt’s entertaining 2,160-mile Appalachian 
Trail journey with bears, bugs, blisters, 
captivating characters, skunk bedmates and 
hilarious food cravings.

Finding Wounded Deer
By John Trout Jr., 2012, Skyhorse Pub-

lishing, www.skyhorsepublishing.com; 163 
pages; hardcover, $24.95.

While hunters strive to make clean kills, 
that doesn’t  always 
happen. When a deer 
has been hit and runs 
off, it’s every hunter’s 
obligation to do his 
best to find it. This 
book gives hunters all 
the information and 
tools they will need to 
track down a wounded 
deer in any situation.

Gun Trader’s Guide, 34th Edition
Edited by Stephen D. Carpenteri, 2012, 

Skyhorse Publishing, www.skyhorse 
publishing.com; 598 pages; paperback, 
$29.95.

For more than 50 
years, this guide has 
been the standard 
reference for collec-
tors, dealers and 
gun enthusiasts. 
It’s the definitive 
source for making 
informed firearms 
purchases and sales.

Hunting Rutting 
Bucks

By John Trout 
Jr., 2012, Skyhorse 
Publishing, www.
skyhorsepublishing; 
213 pages; hardcover, 
$24.95.

Rather than focus 

on the much-publicized but short primary 
rut period, the author divides the mating 
season into three distinct phases and offers 
tried-and-true advice specific to each period.

Little, Bitty Bella
By Sue Hansen, www.inspiringvoices.

com, www.amazon.com; 24 pages; paper-
back, $10.99; e-book, $5.99.

When one-year-
old Bella peers 
over the top of her 
miniature playpen, 
her eyes grow in 
amazement, for 
only a few steps 
away, there is a 
world filled with so 
much more to see!

Maine Mountain Guide
By Carey Michael Kish, Appalachian 

Mountain Club, www.outdoors.org; 444 
pages, paperback, $23.95.

Completely revised, 
this latest edition 
features updated and 
expanded descrip-
tions of more than 450 
trails on more than 
200 mountains, from 
easy woodland walks 
to moderate hill climbs 
to strenuous mountain 
traverses.

Shooter’s Bible, 104th Edition
Edited by Jay Cassell, 2012, Skyhorse 

Publishing, www.skyhorse 
publishing.com; 600 pages; paperback, 
$29.95.

Published annu-
ally for more than 
80 years, this is a 
guide for new prod-
ucts, specifications, 
and current prices 
on thousands of 
firearms and related 
equipment. The 

103rd edition contains up-to-date handgun 
and rifle ballistic tables along with exten-
sive charts of currently available bullets and 
projectiles for handloading, as well as a new 
products section.

The Hungry Bear Kitchen:  
Recipes and Writings

By Gail Jokerst, The Hungry Bear Press, 
www.gailjokerst.
com; illustrations by 
B. James Jokerst,;128 
pages, spiral-bound 
softcover, $16.95.

The book features 
more than 100 recipes 
from Big Sky Country 
and beyond. It also 
includes helpful cook-
ing tips, recipe notes, 
and six of the author’s 
food essays originally published in The 
Christian Science Monitor.

The Ultimate Guide to Hunting  
Skills, Tactics, and Techniques

Edited by Jay Cassell, 2012, Skyhorse 
Publishing, www.skyhorsepublishing.com; 
792 pages; paper-
back, $24.95.

With hunting 
advice from a wide 
variety of experts, 
this book profiles 
all of the major 
game species and 
reveals pro secrets 
on how to success-
fully hunt them. 

When America First Met China: 
An Exotic History of Tea, Drugs, 
and Money in the Age of Sail

By Eric Jay Dolin, www.ericjaydolin.
com; 384 pages; hardcover, $18.45; e-book, 
$14.99.

This book traces 
America’s fraught relation-
ship with China back to 
its roots: the unforgiving 
nineteenth-century seas 
that separated a brash, 
rising naval power from a 
battered ancient empire.

BOOKSHELF
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OWAA offers financial assistance
n MADSON FELLOWSHIP

Active or Associate OWAA members are 
invited to apply for the 2013 John Madson Fel-
lowship.

Applications must be sent to the OWAA 
headquarters, postmarked no later than March 
1, 2013. 

Since its inception in 1994, the John Mad-
son Fellowship has provided OWAA members 
with more than $10,000 in funding to continue 
their education in the outdoors communication 
field. It can provide funding for individuals to 
participate in OWAA programs, such as the an-
nual conference, as well as outside continuing 
education opportunities.

The Fellowship is funded through the John 
Madson Fellowship Fund, an endowment that 
thrives primarily through OWAA member con-
tributions and fundraising efforts. Its goal is to 
enhance professional communication skills for 
all of OWAA’s members. 

For application details and more informa-
tion regarding the John Madson Fellowship, 
visit www.owaa.org/programs/scholarships-
fellowships/madson-fellowship. 

n BODIE MCDOWELL SCHOLARSHIP
OWAA is accepting applica-

tions for its Bodie McDowell 
scholarship program. Appli-
cation deadline is March 
1, 2013. Scholarships 
are for the 2013-14 
academic year. 

Established in 1966, 
more than $100,000 in 
scholarships have been 
awarded since 2002. Ap-
proximately $22,000 in 
scholarships will be 
awarded in 2013. 
Each scholarship in-
cludes a one-year student 
membership with OWAA.

The Bodie McDowell 
scholarship program is open to 
undergraduate and graduate-level college 
students pursuing a degree in an outdoor com-
munications field.

Applications for the 2013 award are now 
available. For deadlines and more info about 
the McDowell scholarship, visit www.owaa.
org/ programs/scholarships-fellowships/bodie-
mcdowell-scholarship.

Up to $15,000 up for 
grabs in 2013 contests

With 10 contests and 
48 categories, you’re 

sure to win in the 
OWAA 2013 Ex-
cellence in Craft 
contests.

Avoid the 
entry fee 
increase and 
submit your 

entries by Jan. 7, 
2013.*
Contests include:

n Television/
Video/Webcast

n Radio/Podcast
n Magazine/E-zine
n Newspaper/Website
n Blog
n Column
n Book/E-book
n Children’s story in a  

 newspaper, magazine or Web  
 product
n Illustration/Graphic
n Photography
To enter the contests, go 

to www.owaa.org/eic. Rules 
and entry forms are available 
online. 

The contests will continue 
with the new digital online 
entry system first instituted in 
2011. For entries submitted this 
way, the entry fee will remain 
as it has been for the past few 
years, at $10 per submission. 
For those who choose to send in 
their entries via postal mail (for 
example, magazine clips instead 
of PDFs submitted online), the 
fee will be $20 per entry. This 
higher fee excludes books, CDs 
and DVDs. The fee increase 
covers admin costs for digitiz-
ing paper entries.

*The receive-by deadline for 
the Book/E-book contest entries 
at OWAA headquarters was 
Dec. 3, 2012.

Departments

YOUR OWAA END-OF-YEAR CHECKLIST
OWAA office closed Dec. 21-Jan. 2.
In observance of the Christmas and New Years’ holidays, the OWAA office will be closed 
Dec. 21, 2012, through Jan. 1, 2013. Headquarters will reopen on Jan. 2, 2013. 

Questions about EIC contests? Call today!
If you have questions on your EIC submissions, we  urge you to call or email 
OWAA headquarters prior to Dec. 21, as we’ll not be able to address  
your concerns until our offices re-open on Jan. 3.

Renew dues
Your annual dues are due to the OWAA office by  
Jan. 4, 2013, to avoid a disruption in your 
membership — you can pay online at 
www.shop.owaa.org, or mail your payment to 
615 Oak Street, Suite 201, Missoula, MT 59801.
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Portfolio
by  Brian Lane

“I took this shot with a Hassleblad Superwide medium format camera and found that the crisp, 
sharp photo I took looked more intriguing using a watercolor filter in Photoshop,” Lane says.

“One of  my favorite photos reveals the alpine splendor of  Mount Sneffels Wilderness, 
Colo.” Lane says.

“The Narrows of  the North Fork of  the Virgin River in Zion National Park are full of  
mystery and awe,” Lane says.

“Moraine Lake is one of  the most photographed and visually stunning areas of  Banff  National 
Park, [in] Alberta, Canada ,” Lane says.
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In this issue, award-winning author and  
photographer Brian Lane shares a few of his 
favorite shots. Brian’s love of the outdoors and 

nature’s landscapes, in all their varied glory, is ap-
parent in these photographs enhanced with vari-
ous Photoshop filters to evoke an artistic quality 
and expression.

 

TOP: “My wife and I were renting a cabin at  
Pigeon Forge, Tenn., with friends when I 
noticed this sunset off  the back porch. Treating 
the shot with an orange and tobacco graduated 
filter produced a nice spectrum of  color as the 
smoke settled in,” Lane says. 

RIGHT: “We had just arrived at the Village of  
Supai in Havasu Canyon when I decided the 
light was probably right to shoot Havasu Falls. 
I rushed down the trail and was passing Fifty 
Foot Falls and cascades when I noticed the late 
afternoon light illuminated April’s fresh green 
foliage on the cottonwood trees,” Lane says.
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like it just because they like the image.” 
4. Cartoons or humorous text-images can 

be as powerful as photos: Sharkey-Blodgett 
says even with something as mundane as 
job postings, she’s been amazed how many 
likes can be garnered with a bit of well-
placed humor. “We posted a listing for a 
fitness instructor, and included an image of 
a funny little saying, something like ’sweat 
is your fat’s way of crying.’ It was a very 
dry job service posting, but it got a huge 
number of people to read it.” 

5. Engage your audience by asking ques-
tions, but keep the conversation authentic. 
“We try to mix it up and carry on conversa-

tions to engage readers. But you have to 
keep it authentic and make sure it doesn’t 
feeling like you’re spamming them.” 

Whether Facebook will be the go-to 
social network to distribute outdoor media 
five years from now is anyone’s guess. Until 
then, Sharkey-Blodgett says she will keep 
experimenting with it while looking forward 
to a viable alternative where posts aren’t a 
pay-per-viewer proposition. 

“That’s what is so frustrating about what 
Facebook is doing with business sites like 
ours,” says Sharkey-Blogett. “And as of 
Sept. 19 [2012] Facebook further ratcheted 
down the number of fans that see posts. If 
I wanted to ‘promote’ the post to our entire 
fan base, it would cost me $75 for one post. 
As a small business, I can’t afford that — 

especially after I’ve paid thousands of dol-
lars over the last two years to do [Facebook] 
ads to get my fan base to where it is.” n

Have you found other tricks to growing 
your Facebook following? Go to — you 
guessed it — OWAA’s Facebook page and 
chime in at www.facebook.com/owaaonline.

FACEBOOK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Paul Queneau grew up in 
Colorado hunting, fishing and 
backpacking. He started with 
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foun-
dation’s Bugle magazine as 
an intern and is currently the 
conservation editor. Contact 
him at pqueneau@RMEF.org.

Forty years in the outdoor communica-
tions industry has established a fine reputa-
tion for Huggler and his work.  

Stuart sums it up nicely. “To me, Tom is a 
consummate professional. That’s the reason 
why he has been as successful as he has.”

A reputation like that can only be the 
result of true dedication to craft. Huggler 
admits, though, that a few good friends 

make things a lot easier.  
“If it wasn’t for OWAA I wouldn’t have 

been as successful as I have,” he said.  “The 
membership of OWAA is a cherished group 
of people.”

Still, Huggler’s achievements are strictly 
his own, and after forty years as an outdoor 
writer his advice ought to be taken seri-
ously. No matter the story, the pay or the 
point in one’s career, only a best effort will 
do. That, he says, is the only secret. n

TOM HUGGLER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Jake McGinnis is currently 
completing a bachelor’s de-
gree in writing at Northland 
College, where he serves as 
an editor of an independent 
student newspaper and a writ-
ing tutor. A lifelong outdoors 
enthusiast, he enjoys canoeing, 
fly-fishing and Nordic skiing. 
McGinnis was OWAA’s sum-
mer journalism intern.

AWARDS
 Mark Taylor

BOARD NOMINATING
 Phil Bloom

CONFERENCE 
PROGRAM

 Mark Freeman

CONTESTS
 Mary Nickum 

CRAFT IMPROVEMENT
 John Nickum

DEVELOPMENT
 Phil Bloom

EDUCATION
Larry Larsen

ETHICS
 Ann Hirsh

FINANCE
 Jack Ballard

NATIONAL AFFAIRS 
& ENVIRONMENT

 John E. Ross

NORM STRUNG YOUTH WRITING
 Steve Budnik

OFFICER NOMINATING
 Bruce Cochran

SECTIONS
 Mark Freeman

STRATEGIC PLANNING
Matt Miller

TECHNOLOGY
 Jason Jenkins

DIVERSITY
Bill Graham

MARKETING
 Chris Hunt

MEMBERSHIP
 Bill Monroe

Complete list  
of committee  

members available online.

2011-2012 OWAA COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS
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2013 EIC contests and rules

The van climbs up the steep driveway, 
and I glance back at the receding house, 
thinking back to our short vacation and 
what we’ve done here this time, along with 
all the other, great times over the years. The 
for-sale sign sways in the Michigan breeze 
as we drift away from 1989 Kroupa Road 
for likely the last time. The roads dip and 
curve the same as they always have, and I 
recall past vacations here, every other year 
since I was six. The tall trees dance in the 
wind outside the car windows and take me 
back.

I was six. The stool wobbled under 
my bare feet. In my right hand I clutched 
Mommy-nu, my worn stuffed monkey. The 
trees outside swayed and reminded me to do 
it quick, before Nana rang the dinner bell, 
which would signal the end of my fun. With 
pudgy fingers I pulled the square wooden 
door of the laundry chute open and stared 
down into the gaping black chasm. I smiled 
a devious smile, knowing what I was about 
to do was not what a laundry chute was for. 
I reveled in the mischievousness of being 
six. I dangled Mommy-nu by his taupe tail 

and released him from my grasp. As he 
twisted through the air and landed at the 
bottom with a thud, I grinned and wished 
that I could fall through a laundry chute, 
too. I stared down at his stuffed body, lying 
on the cold metal bottom of the chute. My 
monkey smiled up at me, daring me to do it 
again. I charged down the spiral staircase, 
the wonders of my grandparents’ house 
flying through my head. I was amazed. This 
house amazed me.

My eight-year-old eyes skimmed over 
the crystal clear water, hoping and praying I 
would find a Petoskey: a grey stone covered 
with hexagonal regions that is found only in 
the Great Lakes. I had to find it before Nana 
did, because it would be embarrassing if 
she beat me: she was over sixty years older 
than I was. I quickly sifted rocks through 
my hands, but all I found were small grey 
pebbles dripping clear water. Nothing. 
Desperate now, and sure that Nana would 
find one before I did, I started following 
her in case she missed one. Her blue dress 
danced in the breeze as she walked up onto 
the shore. Rocks lay littered there, and 
she stooped over and picked one up. I was 
praying it was only a regular rock. Please 
don’t be a Petoskey, please. I clasped my 
hands together and balanced my chin on my 
fingers, trying to convince the rock to turn 
into a boring pebble. Nana turned it over in 
her hands, then tossed it back to the ground. 
I breathed a sigh of relief. Following close 
in her footsteps, I noticed a small dry rock 

that looked to have the same texture and 
coloration as a Petoskey. I picked it up and 
turned it over. It wasn’t wet, so I couldn’t 
tell if I had found the ultimate prize. So 
because I was eight, and licking a rock was 
way cooler than dipping it in the bay, I ran 
my tongue over it. I spat out gritty sand and 
glanced down. The hexagons showed me it 
was indeed a Petoskey. I had finally found a 
Petoskey, and before Nana did. Overjoyed, I 
ran over to her, cupping it in my hands so as 
not to drop my find.

“Look, Nana - a Petoskey!” I exclaimed 
and held it out to her.

“Great,” she smiled. “Go show Mama.” 
Content with my find and my win, I trotted 
back to the beach to show my mother. To 
me, Petoskeys would only be found on that 
beach, the one in front of Nana and Papa’s 
house.

In two years we were back at Nana and 
Papa’s house. This time I was ten, and the 
honor of driving the tractor while sitting 
on my dad’s lap was mine. The motor 
grumbled under me as I turned the key and 
it suddenly revved to life. I had never driven 
a tractor before, and I was so excited that I 
never wanted to get down to the beach, our 
destination. I wanted this to last forever.

My dad, his lap warm and comfortable, 
was my seat, and his feet worked the gas 
while I steered the John Deere. My hands, 
at three and nine o’clock on the steering 

Part of OWAA’s mission is to foster the next generation of out-
doors communicators, and the 2012 Norm Strung Youth Writing 
Awards Committee recently awarded prizes totaling 
$1,700, sponsored by Safari Club International and 
Safari Club International Foundation. The annual 
contest has categories for poetry and prose in two 
divisions: junior (grades 6-8) and senior (grades 
9-12). Entries must be outdoors-oriented and 
previously published in a newsletter, newspaper, 

magazine, literary collection or other publication. First-place win-
ners received $250; second-place winners received $125; and 

third-place winners received $100. A list of this year’s 
winners is published at www.owaa.org/contests/
norm-strung-youth-writing-awards. Congratulations to 
the contest winners, and thank you to contest spon-
sors! OWAA is now accepting entries for the 2013 
contest. Deadline is March 15, 2013. Visit the above 
website for details.

Norm Strung  
Youth Writing Awards

2012

BY XANDER BARTON  
Bath, Maine

For Sale
Junior prose, First place

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28

ABOUT THE CONTEST...
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Norm Strung Youth Writing Awards

Each May my family and I go outside in the woods; our noses 
scrape the ground as we peer closely at the dirt and the grass and 
the roots of trees. Any hikers that wander near us get dark glares, 
and we try to pretend we’re not doing anything interesting or 
important. Although they may seem to be innocently walking their 
dog, you never can tell.

They could be clever spies, trying to steal our secret morel mush-
room spots!

The extreme enthusiasm and fanatical secrecy of mushroom 
hunters seem strange and unfathomable to those who have never 
gone mushroom hunting. However, once you try it, it becomes 
understandable — quite addicting, in fact.

Three years ago we became completely dedicated to the highly 
competitive and very rewarding morel hunt. It began when Mama 
informed Dadder, Sam and me about the incredible taste of morel 
fried in butter, which she had experienced growing up.

Intrigued, we researched morel mushrooms. We learned about 
their various habitats, and especially made sure we could identify 
them and knew the differences between look-alikes and the true 
morel. Spring is when they make their magical appearance.

Although every day Mama, Sam, and I hiked around in the 

county park, enthusiastically searching for morels. Waking up at 
6, we always observed the sunrise before beginning the search. 
Although we found no mushrooms for a time, we loved our hikes 
and experiences in the outdoors.

In fact, Sam and I loved these expeditions so much that it was 
difficult to persuade us to miss a day — even if it was raining!

“Mama, it’s time to go to the park!” My brother and I looked up 
with eager faces to see her response.

She glanced out the window at the steady rain. “It’s raining,” 
she bemoaned. “We won’t find any morels ... and we’d freeze,” she 
ended pessimistically.

“We can build a fire in that shelter we found,” Sam suggested 
hopefully.

“We can just sit there and read,” I added. “It will be fun and 
cozy!”

“Plus, we can bring some tea.” Sam wisely remembered Mama’s 
love for tea, and included that nice incentive. She agreed.

At the park, we determinedly trudged two miles through tall, wet 
prairie grass. Finally, the shelter was in view. It was equipped with 
a bench running along its three walls and a fireplace in the middle 
of the open fourth side.

Sam and I managed to start a fire with the driest sticks we gath-
ered, laying the wetter ones in front of the fire to dry. Cozily, we 

BY RACHEL LIBKE
Rogers, Minn.

A Magical Spring Day
Senior prose, First place

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27

Senior poetry,Second place

Bristlecone Pine

How does it feel
to be the oldest tree on earth?
Methuselah, your older brother Prometheus
was cut down thirty years ago, a martyr.
In this valley of ancients, we don’t know
which tree you are, no one will tell us.
They’re afraid you’ll be damaged, that people
will take a piece of your sacred wood.
Do you know you’re alone now
in your memory of tree rings?
You’ve lived for almost five thousand years
in white soil, rocky harsh against your roots.
You’ve been polished by ice crystals and sand,
until parts of you are glassy smooth.
Your heartwood is exposed,

the ends of your branches, dead.
Yet you’re alive, looking out
over a valley of your brothers and sisters,
all breathing, barely.
Is it their whisper we hear,
or just passing grains of sand?
A ribbon of bark remains,
stretching over your gnarled body,
proving you’re still alive.
It feeds a branch that produces
the occasional pine cone.
And you must know this, Methuselah:
we come here to see that, even on
the edges of ending,
something exists.

BY KELLY CLARE
Traverse City, Mich.
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Norm Strung Youth Writing Awards

Junior poetry, First place

Where Poems
Hide For MeHave you ever felt silence? Have you ever heard tran-

quility? You might think those are in reverse of each other. 
That’s the feeling I get when I am bow hunting. That’s what 
it’s like when you are one-hundred percent in sync with 
nature.

Hunting in my family is tradition. The land has been 
passed down through the generations since before the Great 
Depression, and will be passed down for many generations 
to come. My father and grandfather are extremely knowl-
edgeable and skilled hunters. They have taught me to never 
take more from the land than we can give back. We plant 
food plots and use corn feeders in an effort to promote and 
develop wildlife on the farm.

When I go to the farm, I feel an enormous amount of 
pride and self-worth. I feel that I am part of something 
bigger than myself. Although, I get another feeling when I 
head off into the woods. I sense that I am miniscule among 
the ancient oaks and all the stories they have to tell. I feel 
outmanned by my quarry, whose ability to survive is far 
superior to mine; whom can see with binocular vision, 
hear minute sound, sense any movement, and bound more 
gracefully and agile than I could ever hope. Those are the 
challenges I must overcome.

I wake up early, clothing myself in my layers of warmth. 
As I walk into the trees I can feel their grandeur. I hike to 
my tree stand and sit as still and quiet as humanly pos-
sible. Then, I see it... I see the sunrise, that’s when I get that 
feeling of absolute tranquility. It can, at times, be hard to 
contemplate that this is the land that so many of my ances-
tors before me walked and witnessed the same magnificent 
sight. Never the less, I still sit motionless and quiet. Then 
I hear something walking behind me. I turn as slowly as I 
can. Just out of the corner of my eye, I see the monarch of 
the woods. The male whitetail deer. He was an extraordi-
nary animal, probably a one-hundred and forty-five inch 
deer. He was forty-three yards away, ten yards too far. I 
stood as discretely as I could. Then came the question, do 
I sling an arrow just a little further than I normally would? 
Or stick to my morals and let him come in range? I stuck to 
my morals, even though my heart was racing and my emo-
tions wanted desperately to harvest this animal.

At the end of the hunt, even though I didn’t harvest the 
animal, I left with pride. I knew I stuck to my family tradi-
tion of being an ethical hunter. At the end of the day that’s 
what it boils down too, your family, your tradition, your 
heritage, and sticking to your morals. That’s the feeling I 
strive for over all, to [know] I did what I needed to do the 
way it needed to be done. n

The Feel
Junior prose, Second place

BY TRISTON HASTY-GRANT
Owasso, Okla.

Poems hide in our chalk-stained driveway.
Doodles of Loki and stick-figure neighbors
cover the lone crack that has served as the net
for badminton games as long as I can remember.
Poems lurk in the plywood of our lemonade stand,
blackberry stained and covered in Sharpie sketches.
Poems dance in the crackle of the fire
from the clay pit that’s buried in ash in our backyard.

They hide in the rainbow sail of the Sunfish
that flaps in the brisk Traverse City breeze.
Poems hide in the ancient beach toys,
orange and cracked from generations of use.
Poems leap at the clang of the brass dinner bell
that calls us up from a Lake Michigan beach
to eat Nana’s homemade garlic bread.

Poems hide in my faded slippers
flip-flops on the Mainland —
that roam the rubber basketball courts
of Lunalilo Park along with me
and in the yellow foam of my boogie board,
scraped and torn from many encounters
with the Waimanalo shore.
Poems swim in the sapphire water of Hanauma Bay,
the water clustered with clouds of fish.

Poems hide in the dusty jars of sea glass,
the old painting of cigarette filters,
the broken wicker chair.
Poems hide everywhere for me,
just waiting to be found:
a world waiting to be written.

BY XANDER BARTON
Bath, Maine
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I clearly remember that bone-chilling 
Saturday morning in the blind. The heat of a 
long hike made me welcome the cold at first, 
but within 5 minutes, I felt as if crystals of 
ice were forming under my nose.

I sat shivering while dad staked out a 
plan. This was my first turkey hunt and he 
wanted everything to go as flawlessly as 
possible to make sure I came home with a 
prize bird — the first in our family. He had 
refused to bring his own gun. I was his top 
priority, but it was soon proven that I could 
shatter any preparations that would ensure a 
smooth hunt.

I shivered in the bleak weather like a 
loose window in the wind while dad laid out 
his plan of attack. “See that tree?” he asked. 
“If a tom passes that tree, he’s in your range. 
As soon as he turns his head, blast him. It’ll 
be hard because any sudden movements 
will scare him away before you can even lift 
your barrel.” 

Less than 10 minutes later, a timid gobble 
echoed through the woods. A surge of adren-
aline rushed through my blood. I was a hair 
trigger ready to erupt with the slightest tap.

Dad began clucking away on his hen call. 
Another gobble rang out from the trees. It 
was slightly closer. Dad called again, pro-
voking a gobble from 40 yards.

Dad whispered to me: “He’s just behind 
the tree. Open fire once he moves out to the 
open.” But I couldn’t see a thing.

Dad silently repositioned me and cleared 
out some brush, and there stood the largest, 
juiciest most handsome tom on the farm. He 
strutted to the tree, his chest pulsing to the 
size of a weather balloon with every step. 
My shotgun was a little too far to the left. 
Dad’s voice ran on a loop in my subcon-
scious: “Any sudden movements will scare 
him away before you can even lift your 
barrel.” But now he was behind me urging 
me to shoot.

I was paralyzed by numbness and bewil-
derment. I vaguely remember a calm but 
persistent whisper saying, “Shoot him, Kyle. 
Shoot him.” But I was unable to compre-
hend anything but the flood of thoughts 

overthrowing my common sense.
I was at a full table with my luscious 

bird at the center. The whole family compli-
mented my kill and thanked me for making 
this Thanksgiving one that would be recalled 
years later. I savored every greasy morsel of 
my drumstick. The flavors mingled in my 
mouth with sweet cranberries and piping hot 
green bean casserole. 

Dad enthusiastically went over the story 
of this day with ruthless exaggeration while 
our hunting friends sat by the fire with hot 
coffee. I was on the couch with my hot 
cocoa and toasted cinnamon roll. I could feel 
the flames of the fire on my face.

“Shoot him, Kyle. Shoot!” Dad whispered 
frantically, bringing me back to frigid reality. 
The bird was close enough to hit with a pine 
cone. But my gun was misaligned by the 
width of a pine needle.

Steam rose over every breath I took. My 
hands were so numb their fingers were frozen 
and fixed. I had never been so miserably cold.

There was a desperate whimper and an-
other plea. “Shooooot himmm. For the love 
of God, shoot him.”

Dad turned so red he looked like he may 
have been about to implode, but he didn’t 
want to risk the noise.

When I recovered from my leave of ab-
sence, I noticed my tom was just to my right, 
followed by a hen. Both strutted around the 
blind, cocky and curious. The tom poked 
its head into the blind, almost directly over 
my barrel, almost sending me bursting into 
laughter, almost giving the old man a con-
niption.

“Give me the gun,” he whispered with a 
voice shaky and distorted. I couldn’t quite 
understand what he meant until I was practi-
cally thrown over the blind trying to keep 
my grip on the 20 gauge as it was torn from 
my frozen hands.

On every unsuccessful hunt since then, I 
have gone over all the mistakes of that day. 
Every deer hunt, I think how extraordinary 
it would be if a five-point buck wandered 
obliviously toward my deer stand and stared 
into my-scope.

But I never see any bucks. All I see is that 
turkey’s magnificent half-moon of feathers 
silhouetted against the morning mist the split 
second before he vanished. n

BY KYLE HANSEN
Millwood, Wash.

Frozen Turkey Hunt
Senior prose, Second place

I bounce up and down on the dock.
The night air is thick and black.
I can make out the lights of a sailboat
and the outline of pine trees.
I hop closer to the bottomless abyss;
I stare down at the water
and shiver as I leap back.
Sam, the brave one,
gives Sophia and me one more chance
to jump with her.
I squeal and laugh.
Sophia shakes her head and shudders.
Sam dives in.

Her outstretched hands meet the ocean,
and thousands of phosphorescence
glow at her fingertips.
I gasp, and my confidence is renewed.
I spring off the dock

into the black ocean.
Tiny lights greet me,
like fireflies.
I open my eyes underwater
and blurs of light float around me.
I surface with salt on my lips
and my vision obscured by cold water – 
in that moment,
the ocean turns into a night sky full  
 of stars.
The world is upside down.

Sophia ruins the moment with a yelp
as she stands on the dock
hugging herself for warmth.
Sam and I coax her, and she lowers
herself into the icy ocean.
Now, all three of us bob among  
 the phosphorescence.

I am frigid, stiff, and out of breath,
but not many people
swim in the stars.

BY ELOISE HART KELLY 
Bremer, Maine

Junior poetry, 
Second place

Phosphorescence



www.owaa.org/ou  OUTDOORS UNLIMITED  25

Norm Strung Youth Writing Awards

It was early November and few leaves still hung from the trees. 
As the rain stopped, the woods got very quiet. Just then, my dad 
whispered, “there’s a deer.” I looked down from the old wooden 
treestand and saw a buck approaching. I slowly brought the .30-06 
rifle to my shoulder. As the deer turned broadside at 80 yards, I put 
the crosshairs of the scope behind its front shoulder.

I slowly pulled trigger and the deer dropped to the ground, 
kicked, and lay still for a moment. However, to my surprise, the 
deer then got up and darted down a trail — disappearing into the 
woods.

“Did I really hit it?” I thought to myself.

It’d been a long road to that point.
After two long days of hunting on opening weekend (my first 

deer hunt), I had still not seen or heard a deer. I sat in school the 
following week and all I could think about was the upcoming 
weekend and another chance to get a deer. When Friday finally 
came, my dad suggested that we get in an evening hunt before other 
hunters hit the woods for the weekend. So, he gave me a note to get 
out of school early that day. When I gave my teacher the note for 
my “dentist appointment,” he looked at me, smiled, and said “Good 
luck deer hunting.” I smiled and left without another word.

The weather turned cloudy and cold as we drove into northern 
Minnesota that afternoon. By the time we arrived at our hunting 
spot, the sky was completely overcast and a light mist was falling 
on the windshield of the truck. Before going outside, we put on an 
extra layer of clothes and our rain gear. I could feel the water on my 
face as I stepped out of the truck, but as I got deeper into the woods 
the trees shielded me from the rain. It was a short walk to the deer 
stand, where I sat with my dad. We had only a few hours of daylight 
left, and I hoped this would be the day I would get my first deer. 
The first hour passed and all I saw and heard were red squirrels rus-
tling in the leaves. It’s amazing how much a tiny squirrel can sound 
like a deer when you’re silent and motionless.

During the second hour of our hunt, the sound of the raindrops 
was accompanied by the pecking of a large red-headed woodpecker. 
Its pecking on an old, dead birch tree reminded me of the rhythmic 
ticking of the grandfather clock at Grandpa’s house — tick-tock, 
tick-tock, tick-tock. As we hunted for the third and final hour of the 
day, I began to worry that the evening hunt wasn’t going to be all 
that my dad and I had hoped for. Just then the rain began to slow. 
As it stopped, the woods got silent.

My dad spotted the slowly approaching buck and I shot.
Given that dusk was approaching, my dad and I quickly climbed 

down from the stand to look for blood. With a little luck, if we 
found some indication that I had hit the deer, we may be able to 
track it. We search ... and searched ... and searched, but the wet and 
colorful leaves made the task difficult.

All we found was a single drop of blood on a yellow maple 

leave. With no other sign to lead us toward the deer, we simply 
walked in the direction that we had last seen the deer run. We 
searched until dark, but finding no other sign of the deer, my dad 
suggested we stop for the night and look again in the morning.

Before I went to sleep that night, I asked my dad the same ques-
tions over and over. “Do you think I really hit it? How far do you 
think it would run? Do you think we’ll find it?” I finally decided to 
try and go to sleep, but it was a very long night and all I could think 
about was the buck.

BEEP! BEEP! BEEP! The alarm came early the next morning, 
but I quickly jumped out of bed and put on my blaze orange cloth-
ing. When we got to the woods it was still very dark and only the 
light of the moon illuminated the forest.

Dad and I put on our headlamps and started walking down a dirt 
path in the direction of our deer stand. Dad led the way. When we 
got within 200 yards of the stand, my dad stopped and I saw the 
thin beam of light from his headlamp peer through the woods and 
pause at the base of a large pine tree.

“Did you see that?” he said. I looked closely and faintly saw the 
thick white fur of a deer’s belly — it was my buck. Although it was 
only a small, forkhorn deer, my hunt was a success and this was a 
trophy I would never forget.

I can’t wait for next year’s trip to the dentist. n

BY ANSON KUZNIK
Brooklyn Park, Minn.

What is it like,
Little leaf,
To live as you have lived?
What is it like,
To start as a spring bud
At the end of a branch,
And then to open yourself to the world,
And drink in the sunlight
Of summer days.
How does it feel
In autumn
To shine in brilliant hues.
Displaying a final burst of color,
What is it like,
When winter’s days draw near,
To know your time is done,
And to drift on the wind,
Floating towards the ground,
Towards peace.

BY ALEXANDRA PALOCZ 
Weston, Mass.

Senior poetry, Third place

Leaf

The Rainy Day Buck
Junior prose, Third Place
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Have you ever sat and listened? I mean really truly listened, 
listened to the story the trees have to tell, listened to how the wind 
whispers its secrets, the way the river roars?

It takes skill to uncover their secrets, to uncover their stories. The 
forest is a place of many wonders more than I believe people see 
nowadays. Many who still venture there see it as a hunting ground, 
a place where they are the winners, and they have control; they are 
most certainly wrong.

The woods, if you treat it right, is like a friend. It is a type of 
friend like no other, for it doesn’t care whether you have the latest 
style, or the coolest haircut. It doesn’t care about your past sins, or 
maybe even your future sins. It lives in the moment because the 
only game that the forest plays is the game of survival.

If you listen carefully, the stories that the winds whisper are in-
teresting. The wind is never in one place for long. It is always mov-
ing, always on the go. It’s a traveler, a wanderer. It has seen more 
than you can imagine, and yet it can teach you many things, how to 
be swift and how to never stop running to chase your dreams.

The deer that live in the forest have silent secrets to share, 
patience is one of them. The way every step they take is taken with 
care as not to make a disturbing sound to the sleeping creatures that 

might lurk around. The deer teach us how to be silent and quick on 
our feet and to pay attention to every little sound because it might 
make a difference.

The streams and brooks and rivers can teach us a lesson in how 
to laugh and play. They have no worries, not where they’ve been, 
but where they have yet to go. They do not worry about the stones 
they have fallen over but the turns they have yet to take.

If you have ever seen a sunset, you have seen the gorgeous 
shades of red, pink, and sometimes purple. What did you feel when 
you saw it? Did you think that it was just a sunset, nothing more 
than colors in the sky? I feel a deep sorrow for you if that is what 
you think of such a wonderful creation.

When you take into consideration, maybe a sunset is a sign of 
mourning for all of those who are hurt, helpless, tired, and for those 
with a longing of some sort. Watching a sunset from a treestand 
while I was hunting is one of the greatest memories I have of the 
woods. It’s like a bittersweet memory.

In the movie “Because of Winn-Dixie,” when the characters talk 
about the lozenges, how they taste sad, yet sweet, and it reminds all 
of the characters about something sad. To me that’s what the sunset 
is like: melancholy. The sunset teaches us sadness but to find beauty 
in all the little things in life and to stop taking the colors in the sky 
for granted.

BY KALI REGINEK
Rice, Minn.

The Simple Lessons
Senior prose, Third place

Junior poetry,Third place

Time And I

The gentle breeze sways us,
forcing my eyes to droop.
The warm rays of sun persuade me
to give in to sleep.
I fight the urge and continue reading to Mom.
My voice is slurred; I stutter, and my reading is choppy,
unlike the smooth flow of the words in my head.
But she listens all the same,
helping me along
as I struggle to pronounce even the simple words.

The air smells of salt and pine. The grass looks as if God
has laid down a plush green carpet,
the sky as if He painted it cotton candy blue
to welcome His new son
into the kingdom of clouds.

Do you want me to read?

Mom asks, bringing me out of dreamland.
I hand her the book as an answer,  
 and she continues where I left off,
taking me into another world,
one where it is snowing, and a young child is dying.
A world not nearly as perfect
as this one.
I let my eyes drift closed,
and lose myself in the song of my mother’s voice.

Time and I have fallen asleep in the summer sun.

BY HELENA SOLORZANO  
Alna, Maine

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28
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sipped our cocoa and tea while we listened to Mama read out loud. 
The open side of the shelter looked out on a lake, and we sketched 
some trumpeter swans that were on it. We spent several hours 
there, happy as clams, and then we hiked back to the car, thrilled 
with the warm feeling that we could survive in the “wilderness” 
(as the county park preserve seemed to Sam and me at the time). It 
was a great adventure.

As we returned day after day to the same spots, and scanned 
the ground so intensely for the precious fungi, we noticed many 
things. We watched the world come alive after winter, and listened 
to the increasing songs and noises of birds and frogs. Great was 
our excitement when we discovered the first flower, blooming 
brightly among the dull browns and grays of early spring! With our 
trusty field guides, we identified it as the pasqueflower. With our 
journals and pencils we drew pictures and recorded observations 
of wildlife. Our family always has enjoyed being out in nature, but 
now more than ever we were enthralled with the Great Outdoors, 
and the smallest thing – a flower, a bird, or a gnarly tree – was all 
that was needed to excite us.

On a sunny Saturday in mid-May, we discovered our first 
morels! To behold what we’d been searching for was incredible. 
They are such delightful shades of tan, grey, and black. Wonderful 
holes and crevices decorate the exterior, and when cut in half, they 
are hollow! To complete the perfection, the morels have a buttery, 
musty smell that is delicious.

A lovely aspect of hunting for morels is that “where there’s 
one, there’s more!” Morels grow in nice patches. We harvested 
34 magical fungi that first day. Plus, we joyfully stumbled upon a 
bonus group of wild asparagus.

A marvelous feast took place at our home that morning. The 
morels tasted exquisite. Whenever I come across fancy recipes for 
morels, I wonder if the cook ever ate a plain morel fried in butter. 
It can’t get any better than that. I suppose those recipes are for 
those lucky-ducks who find so many morels they don’t know what 
to do with them.

The joy of mushroom hunting goes beyond the obvious de-
light of devouring them. It is stuffed full of adventure. Mushroom 
hunting gives us a delightful excuse to be outside enjoying nature. 
Added to that, when we look so closely at the ground, we notice a 
greater amount than we would otherwise. I doubt we would have 
found the asparagus if we hadn’t been looking for morels.

Try it, and I am sure that you will understand the shroomers’ 
craze to never leave the woods during the season of the magical 
morel mushroom. n

A MAGICAL SPRING DAY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Senior poetry,
First place

The Gulf

Drip,
 Drip,
  Drip —
   Money spills from
Distillation: costly, clean Green Energy
Creeping to saturated oils sunk deep in ocean sand
Beneath delicate reefs — children’s hands
Testing murky waters.

Brown sheen
 On the shore
Wall Street’s “green” energy: viable, rich
Shrouded in pipes and pumps
Twisting ‘round broken regulations.

Renewable energy, clear waters
Boiled in vivid blue, bubbling into the air —
The words of tomorrow. Not today,
When Jonathan Livingston Seagull
Never travels; pelican dreams
Are too ensnared. Tomorrow,
When “America runs on oil” as a slogan
Is gone,
 Gone.
  Gone but for a brown reflection atop hazy water.

BY EDYT DICKSTEIN 
Livingston, N.J.
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wheel, were ready, and I beamed. The tractor, with the old rusted 
trailer rattling behind it, lumbered over roots and packed-down and 
grass. I couldn’t believe I was driving.

The path to the beach slanted down in front of me, and the thou-
sands of blades of beach grass swayed in the light breeze coming 
off the lake. The sun gleamed blinding yellow, and for a moment 
I couldn’t see. I didn’t care, because I was still driving the tractor. 
Suddenly the sun disappeared behind a tree, and my vision was 
restored. I pressed my foot over my dad’s, gunned the engine down 
to the untouched beach, and grinned at my accomplishment.

I glanced at my watch: 8-7-11 glared back at me. Our trip would 
only last a couple more days. I shuddered at the thought and won-
dered, how had it gone so fast? I looked back to the task at hand: 
boxes filled with my dad’s and his brother’s childhoods were piled 
on flat plywood boards covering the rafters. The cement floor lay 
ten feet below me as I stood like a tightrope walker, suspended on 
the beams. I slipped thick brown gloves onto my hands and pulled 
the new respirator over my head. The moldy boxes reeked of mouse 
pee. Dust covered the whole thing. I glanced inside and found a 
mess of papers, books, football medals, and trophies from my dad’s 
teen years. I pulled out an ancient cardboard hitchhiking sign with 
“Leelenaw to Traverse City” drawn on the front in Sharpie. I lifted 
up the box, deemed it not too heavy for me to carry, and set it down. 
I grasped the flimsy cardboard cutouts that functioned as handles. 
Various metals clinked inside. Carefully I passed it down to Dad, 
who was standing on a metal stepladder, hands outstretched. He 
grabbed the handles and lay the box down on the dirty shed floor. 
I hoisted myself over the rafters to the corner to grab another box, 
and in doing so, move one step closer to emptying the shed. In my 
mind the for-sale sign out front loomed ominously.

Two days later, sadly, it is time to leave. I grab my flip-flops off 
the doormat and walk barefoot across the cold cement of the garage 
to the car. I toss them in the van and tiptoe across the rocky path to 
Mama, where she is packing up, tossing last-minute things -- the 
camera, computer, and our wet swim-trunks -- into the car.

“I think its time to say goodbye.” She nods and motions with her 
hand toward the house. “Go find Papa.” She lopes off to find Nicco.

I walk into the house and glance around. The grand piano, 
covered with pictures of every Bartone imaginable, sits silent. The 

refrigerator hums in the comer of the kitchen, and Papa sits in his 
rocking chair, reading the paper. I take a deep breath.

“Papa, we have to leave,” I mumble. He smiles, grasps his metal 
walker, and slowly, unsurely lifts himself to his feet, his body 
hunched over the metal crutch. I embrace him and feel his big 
hands clasp around my back. His warm body presses, against mine, 
and I can feel him about to say something. He takes a deep breath.

“Bye, Xander. I’ll miss you,” he whispers in his low voice.
“I’ll miss you, too,” I mumble, my voice full of sadness. This may 

be the last time I see him, ever. Old age might catch up with him, I 
realize. I stand back, and he smiles, the corners of his mouth stretch-
ing from cheek to cheek. With leaden feet, I hustle off to find Nana.

She leans on the table, and when I shuffle over to her, she hugs 
me to her chest. Tears fill her eyes and drop onto my blue shirt, 
soaking into the soft cotton.

“Take care,” she whispers, and her voice hiccups. She smiles, a 
sad, worried version. I feel tears well up in my eyes, too, and I step 
back from her embrace and wipe my eyes on my shirt.

“Love you,” I choke out. Reality floods me again, and I realize 
that for this whole two-week vacation, what we’ve really been do-
ing is preparing for this moment, getting ready for us and, eventu-
ally, my grandparents to leave this house.

We’ve packed up the shed, started to build a lean-to for the 
Sunfish and other beach items, and cleaned the house of all the flies, 
so potential buyers won’t be scared away. Soon the house will be 
sold and gone, and as much it seemed it wouldn’t really happen, 
as much as we took it for granted as a beloved inanimate object, it 
will never be here, in our possession, ever again. I will never drop 
Mommy-nu down the laundry chute or drive the tractor down to 
the beach. Memories will be all we have left – that, and a sense of 
dissatisfaction that we didn’t make the best of these vacations while 
the grandparents still owned the house. I wipe my eyes and walk 
out to join Mama at the car.

As the van climbs to the top of the driveway, the for-sale sign 
sways in the Michigan breeze. We drift away from the home of 
our grandparents, the revelation we might never be coming back 
hanging heavy inside our loaded-down van. I glance out I the back 
window at Nana and Papa’s receding driveway, and sadness wells 
up inside me. I smile, and raise one hand, to wave goodbye to my 
grandparents, their house, and a large part of my childhood, which 
will dissolve into distant memories in the days, months, and years 
to come. n

FOR SALE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

The forest is a dangerous yet beautiful 
and wonder-filled place. It keeps no record 
of right or wrongs, but one wrong move, 
and it takes revenge for misusing it. It is 
like any living thing: take care of it, and it 
will take care of you, but you treat it wrong, 
and it is hurt, and it no longer wants you. 
You cannot fool nature, although, nature 
can fool you. People have lost the ability to 
understand and truly love nature.

Now it’s all a game, who can get the big-
ger animal, who can outlast the cold, or the 

heat. We have lost sight of all that beauty 
that lies within the sun-dappled leaves or 
the small butterfly that rests on a flower. 
We’ve forgotten how simply amazing the 
simple things are. Why make this all a 
contest? Hunting is a way of life, but there’s 
hunting, and then there is respecting and us-
ing all the resources nature provides.

Many people have questioned me on why 
I prefer a bow and arrow over a gun when 
I hunt.

It is not that I am afraid of guns, but 
the fact it feels like a disturbance in the 
wonderful music that nature provides. It is 
an interruption of the slice of peace I have 

found. I feel that it is still part of the way 
things used to be, the simplicity.

Yes, bowhunting takes much more 
time, effort, skill and practice, but doesn’t 
everything in life take those things? We will 
never achieve perfection, but if we practice 
we can reach excellence instead. I prefer the 
bow and arrows because of their silence; 
they seem to leave nature undisturbed. I 
have been taught to respect and understand 
the woods. That can be taught but to see the 
true beauty and the lessons that the elements 
in the forest teach that is something that 
only one can learn. n

THE SIMPLE LESSONS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26
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Board Meeting Minutes: Sept. 3, 2012

 Vice President Mark Taylor called the 
meeting to order at 9:14 a.m.
 Secretary Katie McKalip called the 
roll. Present were Taylor, Bill Graham, 
McKalip, Jason Jenkins, Matt Miller, Ty 
Stockton, Mark Freeman, Brett Pret-
tyman, Paul Queneau, Bruce Cochran, 
Chris Hunt, Tim Mead, Bill Powell and 
Robin Giner. Mary Nickum and Randy 
Zellers participated via conference call. 
Jack Ballard was absent.
 Moved (Graham/Freeman) to excuse Bal-
lard’s absence. Motion carries. 
 Taylor listed the actions taken (member-
ship criteria, board nominating procedures 
and cancellation of the Goldenrod Writing 
Workshop) since the last board meeting. He 
referenced the minutes from those actions 
and the February 2012 meeting.
 Moved (Graham/Jenkins) to approve 
meeting minutes from February board meet-
ing and actions taken by the board since 
that board meeting. Motion carries.
 President’s Report — Taylor summa-
rized his report and touched on the board’s 
first-ever teleconference winter meeting. He 
solicited board members’ input regarding 
the perceived success/failure of this event. 
Various board members weighed in with 
their views, with the general consensus be-
ing that while the meeting was not as fruit-
ful as in other years, the cost savings offset 
this fact.
 Stockton suggested that board members 
travel to an in-person meeting this winter if 
circumstances and finances allow, with oth-
ers participating via conference call.
 Taylor mentioned his plans to attend 
SHOT Show and the possibility of holding 
an in-person meeting there. Other board 
members volunteered plans to attend the 
January 2013 show in Las Vegas. 
 Taylor commented on the 2012 confer-
ence site and expressed his pleasure that 
we met our attendance objectives for this 
far-flung location.
 Prettyman asked Giner about the com-
position of conference attendees. She 
responded that a number of first-timers are 
in attendance and that supporting member 
numbers are down. Prettyman stressed the 
importance of board members acting as 

ambassadors during the conference and 
warmly welcoming attendees, particularly 
first-timers. 
 Taylor complimented Graham on his 
work in assembling a first-rate conference 
program and thanked him for his efforts. 
 Taylor acknowledged the difficulties the 
OWAA board faced during the past year 
given Mike Walker’s declining health. He 
thanked board members, Giner and the 
executive committee for extra efforts during 
a challenging time. He described plans to 
honor Walker during the conference.
 Executive Director’s Report — Giner 
highlighted staff efforts in her report, in-
cluding development of an online database 
of members. She pointed to new informa-
tion about the “$85 for 85” campaign and 
detailed the allocation of donated funds. She 
mentioned strategic plan implementation. 
Dues renewals will be sent in late Septem-
ber (individual members) and early Octo-
ber (supporters). Online renewal plans are 
available.
 Giner summarized press outreach during 
2012 and increased efforts by staff. Pretty-
man asked about the positive results of this 
outreach; Giner responded that additional 
press “hits” are being documented.
 She cited 3 percent gains in member 
retention. Board members discussed the 
results of their outreach to lapsed members 
and the perceived value of these activities. 
 On a more positive note, she commented 
that sponsorship support is increasing. The 
2012 budget should end in the black. To 
date, the $85 for 85 campaign achieved a 
third of projected donation numbers. Free-
man asked where the $25,000 campaign 
goal came from; the conclusion was that it 
was a need-based goal chosen because it 
would achieve an overall balanced budget.
 Giner updated the board on the status 
of the 2014 Knoxville, Tenn., conference 
contracts. Giner and Conference Coordi-
nator Jessica Pollett will be visiting Lake 
Placid later this fall to continue planning for 
the 2013 conference. Potential sites for the 
2015 conference include McAllen, Texas; 
Casper, Wyo.; and Reno, Nev. She briefly 
summarized the pros and cons of each site 
and highlights of packages offered by the 

sites and CVBs. Board members weighed 
in with comments and questions about the 
2015 contenders, as well as the overall site 
selection process.
 Taylor announced a break at 10:02 a.m. 
Meeting reconvened at 10:14 a.m. OWAA 
Communications and Publications Director 
Ashley Schroeder joined the meeting. 

STANDING COMMITTEE 
 Conference Program  —  Graham 
expressed appreciation for the teamwork 
showed by the entire committee in develop-
ing an exceptional Alaska conference pro-
gram. He highlighted the efforts of Pollett 
and Chris Batin. He highlighted speakers 
such as Paul Anderson, Richard Louv and 
John Robinson as adding heft and star 
power to the lineup. 
 Contests  —  Taylor acknowledged that 
work by this committee, led by Cochran, is 
ongoing and the revised rules remain a work 
in progress. Cochran commented that the 
revised photo contest rules have elicited the 
greatest amount of feedback to date. 
 Giner highlighted the new prize option 
that waives conference registration for first-
place winners in the contests and the fact 
that this cost the organization approximately 
$5,000 in conference revenues in 2012. She 
recommended eliminating this item from 
the contest rules.
 Taylor reviewed proposed changes and 
asked for input by board members on those 
changes. 
 Also, Cochran and Mead spoke in favor 
of integrating additional categories to the 
photo contest; Prettyman and Freeman said 
that arguments for additional categories 
could be made for every contest. Stockton 
made the point that additional categories 
increased the administrative burden on 
headquarters. 
 At 10:33 a.m., Ballard joined the meeting 
via conference call.
 Jenkins commented that photo contests 
are easy to judge and could be a revenue 
generator. Miller spoke in favor of simplify-
ing the potential “objects” category in the 
photo contest and keeping the description 
brief and general. 
 Taylor spoke of the overall desires to 
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simplify the contest structure and generate 
revenue: two factors that drove the initial 
decision to revise the contest rules. He 
stressed the need to be fair and avoid giving 
the impression that photographers receive 
special treatment and extra winnings. 
Stockton suggested renaming the “objects” 
category “macro” and combining the “flora” 
and “scenic” categories. 
 Ballard expressed his disdain for the 
board’s proclivity to endlessly debate con-
test rules and categories at board meetings. 
He discouraged the board from making 
broad changes to contest rules that already 
have been vetted by committee. Lisa Dens-
more (via Ballard) clarified the source of 
the proposed “objects” category. 
 Taylor returned to the subject of waiv-
ing conference registrations for first-place 
winners. Board members commented on the 
need to achieve a balanced budget over-
riding the desire to incentivize members 
attending conference. Consensus was to 
eliminate that prize option entirely. 
 Powell said that the OWAA board histori-
cally has served as final arbiter of EIC rules. 
 The consensus of the board was to place 
this item on the agenda for the second board 
meeting and defer action until that time.
 Craft Improvement —  Schroeder com-
mented on the new bimonthly publication 
schedule for Outdoors Unlimited. She is not 
receiving adequate submissions of craft im-
provement articles to fill the pages of OU. 
Queneau recommended that Schroeder not 
limit herself to committee members when 
seeking articles. Graham commented on the 
need to lean heavily on sections to supply 
these needs. 
 Board members took advantage of 
Schroeder’s presence to ask her other ques-
tions related to OWAA’s communications 
program. Queneau asked about the policy of 
making supporter press releases password-
protected on the website. 
 Development —  The charge of this 
committee is to solicit grants; the question 
of whether this charge is too specific was 
raised. Taylor asked if the charge should be 
broadened and how much emphasis should 
be placed on seeking grants. Hunt acknowl-
edged that capacity-building grants are hard 
to obtain but opined that efforts should not 
be abandoned. Queneau asked whether 
donor campaigns such as $85 for 85 would 
fall under this committee’s umbrella. 
Hunt recommended that specific, ongoing 
projects (such as Goldenrod) be tailored for 

grant prospecting.
 Finance — Ballard referenced his report 
to the board and directed specific questions 
to Giner. He cited priorities such as comple-
tion of the $85 of the 85 campaign. He 
requested that board members contact him 
with potential donors and work with him to 
reach out to these individuals. He painted 
a portrait of OWAA’s budget that is posi-
tive overall. His concerns for 2013 include 
matching the large contributions made in 
2012 by Alaska conference sponsors and 
supporters with funds from the Lake Placid 
conference.  
 Marketing — Committee Chair Tay-
lor admitted that this committee was not 
active during the past 12 months. He cited 
ambitious goals concerning increasing 
member numbers, broadening the presence 
of OWAA via social media, capitalizing on 
the new online/blogger member category. 
He stressed his belief that personal outreach 
remains our most effective tool for pros-
pecting new members. He also mentioned 
the need to update our marketing tools and 
communications materials. He asserted that 
networking and participating in activities 
of our community (via attendance at SHOT 
Show and other similar events) remains one 
of our best strategies to market OWAA. 
 He spoke of state and regional outdoor 
writers groups as a potential resource for 
our organization — currently, they are also 
competitors — and how to build bridges 
and partner with these groups. Nickum 
asked if outreach to these groups has been 
made previously. Powell responded that 
discussion has occurred but that follow-up 
efforts have not been implemented con-
sistently. Giner cited examples of recent 
conferences that drew on, or were unsuc-
cessful in drawing on, the memberships of 
state and regional groups. Stockton stated 
that dedicated outreach tailored to specific 
individuals is key in prospecting members 
from these groups. Powell commented that 
past board discussions on this topic have 
come down strongly against offering dis-
counted memberships to members of state/
regional groups. Freeman recommended 
that any discounts be focused on conference 
attendance fees and not on lowering annual 
membership fees. 
 Giner mentioned that headquarters pres-
ently is compiling a marketing “toolbox” 
for board members and others to use in 
promoting OWAA membership. 
 Queneau suggested that draft marketing 

materials be sent to the board for edits and 
input whenever possible. 
 Prettyman stressed the importance of 
board members acting as “ambassadors” 
for the organization and capitalizing on our 
personal connections to promote OWAA 
and the benefits of membership. 
 Membership — Committee Chair Free-
man cited the activities of committee mem-
bers in revising and restructuring member 
categories and classifications and acknowl-
edged their substantial contributions. 
 Norm Strung Youth Writing — Com-
mittee Chair Nickum stated that the work 
of this committee has been good and entry 
numbers are strong. Taylor highlighted the 
current rule requiring that entries to this 
contest have been published; he asked the 
board if this requirement should be elimi-
nated. Nickum speculated that doing this 
could result in an overflow of entries. Bal-
lard agreed but felt that a venue should be 
opened for kids who don’t have access to a 
ready avenue of publication. He suggested 
(Prettyman subsequently agreed) that teach-
ers be allowed to “nominate” a set number 
of student pieces for submission in the con-
test. Freeman observed that getting some-
thing published on a website is very easy in 
this day and age. Zellers suggested that an 
OWAA member be required to “sponsor” 
individual entries — perhaps a set number. 
Powell stated that current bylaws give sole 
responsibility for governing this contest to 
the committee and advised that all sugges-
tions made by board members be forwarded 
to the committee for consideration. 
 Taylor adjourned the meeting for lunch 
at 12:15 p.m. Meeting resumed at 1:10 p.m.
 Officer Nominating — Incoming Com-
mittee Chair Cochran asked about the pro-
cess for considering, selecting and approach-
ing officer candidates. Freeman offered his 
perspectives as past chair of this committee. 
McKalip, another past committee chair, 
weighed in.  
 Sections — Graham related that sections 
traditionally convened meetings at confer-
ence, something that has occurred less 
often and productively in recent years. He 
observed that during the past year, sections 
activity has been virtually nonexistent, with 
the exception of the photo section. Other 
members agreed that two factors — section 
chairs and section meetings at conference 
— are central in determining the success of 
a particular section. Prettyman suggested 
that the pool of section contributors be 
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broadened beyond just those who attend and 
participate in annual conference. 
 Strategic Planning — Implementation 
of the new strategic plan has been under 
way for approximately eight months. Com-
mittee Co-chair Jenkins stated that main-
taining the initial momentum will be crucial 
in ensuring success in the time to come. 
Giner agreed and commented that having 
strong committees in the coming year is a 
critical component of success.

AD HOC COMMITTEES
 Digital Media Journalist Recruitment 
— Committee member Hunt recommended 
that a digital journalist/blogger section be 
established. General discussion regarding 
the formation of new sections ensued. 
  Diversity — Committee Chair Graham 
related efforts undertaken and progress 
made by the committee over the past year. 
He invited interested board members to 
discuss the committee and future activities 
with him during conference and later.
 Membership Criteria Review — Free-
man reported on this committee’s work. 
During the recent consideration and review 
of new language, radio was inadvertently 
omitted. The committee subsequently un-
dertook measures to address this omission. 
Freeman observed that the new criteria con-
stitute a fluid document capable of embrac-
ing a wide spectrum of potential OWAA 
members.
 Moved (Stockton/Graham) to add 
language regarding radio to the broadcast 
category for membership criteria. Motion 
carries.
 Ballard stated that a possible source of 
members exists in college and university 
professors and that this could be considered 
in future attempts to revise and broaden the 
criteria for membership.

NEW BUSINESS
 Endowment Trustees Report — Ballard 
reported a good meeting with the trustees 
recently. The trustees agreed to extend 
OWAA a line of credit based on the same 
amounts and terms as was done last year. 
This credit will be important in getting the 
organization through the “lean time” of year 
that typically occurs in autumn as member-
ship renewals start to take place. Yields on 
all funds are low but acceptable, consider-
ing the current economic climate. Modest 
intakes due to member donations ($85 for 
85 and others) also have occurred. 

 Goldenrod Writing Workshop — Ev-
ery year that the program is cancelled, Tay-
lor stated, reviving it in a subsequent year 
becomes more difficult. A decision should 
be made regarding whether the workshop 
should be continued and staff and others’ 
efforts be dedicated toward perpetuating it. 
 Miller observed that the staff time spent 
developing, promoting and executing the 
workshop is not commensurate with the 
gains that result. 
 Giner offered a brief history of the event: 
The workshop was the brainchild of Joel 
Vance and was promoted by then Executive 
Director Kevin Rhoades. After its ap-
proval by the board, Rhoades worked with 
a planner at The University of Montana to 
jumpstart the event in its initial year. 
 Giner has submitted funding proposals 
for the workshop, but to date they have not 
resulted in grants being awarded.
 Prettyman stated that, because the target 
workshop participant is not an OWAA 
member, activities undertaken by staff 
members in connection with it do not 
directly benefit the existing membership. 
Giner observed that very few workshop par-
ticipants to date have subsequently joined 
OWAA, so its value as a recruitment tool 
is limited. Ballard opined that Goldenrod 
represents a key component of OWAA’s 
mission and its ability to achieve it, and he 
thinks it should not be discarded.
 The board opted to forego the 2013 
workshop and revisit the future of Golden-
rod at a later time.
 Officer Nominating Committee 
Amendment — Powell referenced resourc-
es in the board packet detailing changes 
in bylaws language that need to be made. 
In sum, he recommended that the OWAA 
Officer Nominating Procedure be amended 
to replace the term “Third Vice President” 
with “Second Vice President” in the first 
and second paragraphs:
 “As currently provided in the OWAA 
bylaws, the office nominating committee 
consists of all second-year board members 
of the board of directors. The President shall 
designate one of them as committee chair. 
The committee’s job is to provide at least 
two nominations for Third Vice President 
and two each for Secretary and Treasurer 
in the years when those terms expire. The 
executive director will notify the committee 
chair of these openings. 
 “All Directors in their final year of office 
will be invited to run for the office of Third 

Vice President. The committee chair should 
make these contacts at or soon after the an-
nual convention.”  
 Moved (Graham/Cochran) that language 
governing the OWAA officer nominating 
procedure be amended to replace the term 
“third vice president” with “second vice 
president” in the first and second para-
graphs. Motion carries.
 Executive Session — Moved (Ballard/
Queneau) that the board enter executive 
session  — and include Giner, Hunt and 
Mead  —  to discuss a legal matter.
 Moved (Freeman/Graham) to exit execu-
tive session. Motion carries.  
 Officers’ Election – Second Vice Presi-
dent — Freeman, Nickum and Stockton 
offered brief statements in support of their 
candidacy as second vice president. Com-
plete candidate statements were included in 
the board packets. Taylor invited questions 
from the board members before asking the 
three candidates to leave the meeting. 
 Discussion of the candidates commenced. 
Taylor stated his belief that all three are 
strong candidates and would do an excel-
lent job if elected. Candidates’ experience, 
personalities and record of involvement in 
the organization all were cited by various 
board members. 
 Mark Freeman was elected second vice 
president of OWAA. 

GOOD OF THE ORDER
 McKalip thanked Taylor for fulfilling 
extra duties and presidential responsibilities 
in addition to his existing vice presiden-
tial obligations during the past year. Other 
board members loudly seconded. Taylor in 
turn thanked the members of the board for 
their excellent service and support during a 
challenging time in OWAA’s history.

ADJOURNMENT
 Taylor adjourned the meeting at 3:21 
p.m. n
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 Mark Taylor called the meeting to order 
at 9:30 a.m.
 Katie McKalip called the roll. Taylor, 
Bill Graham, Mark Freeman, McKalip, 
Bill Powell, Brett Prettyman, Paul Que-
neau, Bruce Cochran, Chris Hunt, Tim 
Mead, Peter Schroeder and Robin Giner 
were in attendance. Mary Nickum, Randy 
Zellers and Jack Ballard were absent.  
 Moved (Spence Turner/Glenn Sapir) to 
approve the minutes from the 2011 member-
ship meeting. Motion carries. 
 Giner verified that a quorum existed. 
 Reading of the Names of Deceased 
Members — Taylor read the names of 
members who passed away since the last 
meeting: Sylvia G. Bashline, Homer Circle, 
Neil Duell, Charles W. Frank, Don Jansen 
Ingle, Jim Kulp, Jim McDonnell, Allen Mc-
Quinn, Charles Place, Kim N. Price, Helen 
Saults, Bill Shepard and Mike Walker. 
 President’s Report — Taylor briefly 
summarized activities undertaken by the 
board during the past year. He highlighted 
cost-saving measures realized by the 
board foregoing an in-person winter board 
meeting. This approach will continue in 
2013, hopefully with as many members as 
possible financing their own travel costs to 
attend an in-person meeting at the SHOT 
Show and other members participating via 
conference call.
 Taylor also detailed the board’s approval 
of new membership criteria. Developed by 
Freeman and Miller, the new criteria were 
approved by a vote of the entire member-
ship. He mentioned that this matter (that 
also encompassed the 2012 vote for board 
of directors members, as well as changing 
the bylaws requirements for a quorum at the 
general membership meeting) was conduct-
ed via electronic ballot for the first time. 
The results – with more than 35 percent of 
members voting – netted the highest voter 
turnout in recent OWAA history. 
 Taylor reported on the latest efforts to 
improve and revise the Excellence in Craft 
contests and rules. He stated that attracting 
sponsors for all contests remains a priority 
for headquarters staff and the board. 
 He touched on OWAA membership num-
bers and efforts to recruit new members. 

Currently, OWAA has approximately 850 
individual members and 150 supporters. The 
Marketing Committee will undertake mea-
sures to address this issue. The most recent 
OWAA strategic plan outlines ambitious 
membership goals and specific measures for 
achieving them; the committee will use this 
template in its activities during the coming 
year. Taylor stressed the value of mentorship 
in attracting and keeping new members and 
communicating to them the value of OWAA 
membership. 
 Taylor outlined the current OWAA bud-
get. 2012 will result in a balanced budget; 
an outcome not easy to achieve and due in 
large part to the success of the Alaska con-
ference and generous support of conference 
sponsors. 
 Graham emphasized that every member 
is a potential recruiter of a new member. He 
advised members to take advantage of head-
quarters staff in reaching out to prospective 
members. Taylor added that the revised 
membership criteria should facilitate the 
addition of new members in nontraditional 
areas of outdoor communications. He said 
that a new section will be created to cater to 
members who work in digital media. Hunt 
will be heading up this effort. Discussion 
commenced regarding the name of this new 
section; ultimately it was agreed that the 
section itself will determine its name once 
its membership is established. 
 Introduction of Board Members and 
Vice President — Taylor introduced Hunt, 
Mead and Schroeder to the membership and 
presented biographical details on each. He 
announced that Freeman was elected second 
vice president by the board at its Sept. 3 
meeting and spoke highly of Freeman’s 
professional career and record of service 
to the organization. Freeman’s election to 
the board created an absence on the board, 
which will be filled by the next-highest 
vote-getter from the previous board elec-
tion. Jeff Williams, therefore, will complete 
the remainder of Freeman’s term.
 Executive Director’s Report — Giner 
introduced OWAA staff members Ashley 
Schroeder and Jessica Pollett and reviewed 
staff accomplishments during the past year. 
 Chief among them are transitioning 

Outdoors Unlimited into a bimonthly print 
format, increasing the frequency and ease 
of delivery of Outdoor Market listings, and 
implementing an improved process for sup-
porters to submit press releases and deliver 
them to individual members via OU Online. 
 Longtime supporter Seaber Turner has 
offered competitive pricing for printing OU, 
which has allowed headquarters to increase 
publication frequency this past year.
 Directory listings for both individual 
members and supporter services are being 
expanded. 
 A “how to get involved” section has 
been added to the OWAA website. In par-
ticular, this addition should help facilitate 
the creation of student member chapters. 
Other new sections focus on the electronic 
submission of EIC entries and electronic 
registration for conference. 
 Dues renewal notices will be sent soon; 
headquarters is working to accommodate 
members’ financial situations and ensuring 
that no members are lost due to the tough 
economy. 
 The “$85 for 85” fundraising campaign 
continues. Approximately $8,000 has been 
raised to date; the overall goal is $25,000. 
Half of the donated funds go to the re-
stricted endowment fund; the other half is 
dedicated to general operations. 
 Headquarters also is developing an on-
line database of members that will serve as 
a directory. 
 Risa Wyatt asked about subscribing to 
digital feeds for press releases and similar 
communications. Ashley Schroeder invited 
all members who have questions about this 
to contact her directly via email; instruc-
tions also are available on the OWAA 
website. 
 Turner asked about the status of OWAA’s 
funds and a report on the organization’s 
finances. Giner provided an overview. 
 Ratification of Actions by Board and 
Executive Committee — Taylor offered a 
summary: an OWAA member planned to 
launch a publication titled “Outdoors Un-
limited”; after communication to the mem-
ber regarding the copyright infringement 
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this action would constitute, the publication 
was renamed. 
 Paul Hansen, elected treasurer by the 
board last summer, resigned after one day. 
A subsequent special election was held that 
resulted in Ballard assuming this role. 
 The board voted regretfully to cancel 
the 2012 Goldenrod Writing Workshop 
due to insufficient registration despite a 
strong marketing campaign. The board will 
consider further the Goldenrod concept and 
how it might be pursued and implemented 
in the future. Taylor invited input from the 
membership. 
 Moved (Turner/Bill Hilts Jr.) to approve 
the actions undertaken by the board and 
executive committee during the past year. 
Motion carries. 
 Peter Schroeder asked about the returns 
on the endowment funds and whether the 
current structure realizes sufficient returns. 

Giner did not have the report on hand but 
will follow up with Schroeder later to pro-
vide additional information. 

NEW BUSINESS
 Wyatt asked about the dates for upcom-
ing conferences. The 2013 conference in 
Lake Placid, N.Y., will take place Sept. 
14-16. The 2014 conference in Knoxville, 
Tenn., will be held in June. Taylor com-
mented on the advantages of adopting a 
more flexible timeframe for all conferences 
moving forward. Dan Small emphasized 
the need to check with regional writers’ 
groups and other organizations to avoid 
conflicts with other conferences and events. 
 Giner stated that Reno, Nev.; McAllen, 
Texas; and Casper, Wyo., are contenders for 
the 2015 conference. 

GOOD OF THE ORDER
 Sapir referenced his 37 years as an 
OWAA member and cited the involvement 
and records of service of several members 

who passed away during the past year. He 
mentioned Homer Circle and Sylvia Bash-
line as two deserving special recognition. 
 Sapir also informed the membership 
that the New York State Outdoor Writers 
Association likely will consolidate its 2013 
conference with the OWAA’s event in Lake 
Placid. 
 Sapir also thanked Marty Malin for in-
viting National Rifle Association President 
David Keene  to attend the Alaska confer-
ence. He strongly encouraged the OWAA 
to make a concerted effort to rebuild its 
relationship with the NRA in the months to 
come.
 David Sartwell thanked Peter Schroeder 
for inviting him back into the OWAA fold. 

ADJOURNMENT
 Moved (John Beath/Hilts) to adjourn. 
Motion carries. 
 Meeting adjourned at 10:33 a.m. n

MEETING MINUTES: SEPT. 5
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

 Vice President Mark Taylor called the 
meeting to order at 8:40 a.m.
 Secretary Katie McKalip called the roll. 
Present were Taylor, Bill Graham, Mark 
Freeman, McKalip, Brett Prettyman, Paul 
Queneau, Bruce Cochran, Chris Hunt, 
Tim Mead, Peter Schroeder, Bill Powell 
and Robin Giner. Jack Ballard and Randy 
Zellers participated via conference call. 
Mary Nickum was absent. Tom Ulrich at-
tended as an observer.  
 Moved (Graham/Schroeder) to excuse 
Nickum’s absence. Motion carries. 
 Taylor welcomed the new board mem-
bers and thanked Freeman for his willing-
ness to serve as vice president.
 Moved (Graham/Mead) to nominate 
Taylor as president, to cease nominations 
and to elect Taylor by acclamation; motion 
carries.
 Moved (Freeman/Mead) to nominate 
Graham as first vice president, to cease 
nominations and to elect Graham by accla-
mation; motion carries.
 EIC Contest Rules — The addition of 
the “objects” category to the photo contest 

was discussed. Hunt wondered about the 
source of the suggested addition, since some 
Photo Section members were not neces-
sarily in favor of it being added. Cochran 
responded that the suggested additions 
represented a compilation of input from 
several members. Ballard strongly opposes 
including domestic animals of any kind in 
the “fauna” category and feels that making 
changes to rules to accommodate only a 
few members is a bad idea. Queneau agreed 
with Ballard. Discussion continued. Powell 
offered clarification on the board’s role in 
this matter: whether the board was consid-
ering to adopt the existing document or to 
change it. He suggested that a motion be 
made to either adopt it in its current form or 
to accept it with certain changes. 
 Moved (Mead/Freeman) to adopt the 
revised EIC contest rules as submitted, 
striking (under fauna category in photog-
raphy) the language, “including working 
animals;” and striking (under photography) 
item 6 altogether and striking (under prizes) 
the final item altogether. 
 Discussion commenced. Schroeder 

suggested broadening/changing the name 
of the “blog” category to encompass a 
broader spectrum of digital media. McKalip 
observed that every other category speci-
fies forms of online media that constitute 
acceptable submissions. 
 Motion carries.
 Further discussion weighed the issue of 
EIC contest photos featuring captive (in 
zoos) or game farm animals. 
 Approval of Committee Members — 
Two committees, the Board Nominating 
Committee and Finance Committee, must 
be approved by the full board. Taylor is 
waiting to hear from individuals who have 
been approached about serving on these 
committees and will contact the board about 
voting its final approval. Graham stressed 
the need to finalize committees as soon as 
possible.
 Winter Board Meeting — As previ-
ously discussed, the meeting would take 
place during the SHOT Show in Las Vegas 
in January 2013. Board members who could 
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cover their own expenses would attend the 
meeting in person; others would participate 
via conference call. Freeman stated that 
the full membership should be given the 
opportunity to participate in the meeting, 
as is customary. Graham suggested that the 
convening of this meeting be advertised 
and members attending SHOT be invited to 
attend in person. McKalip mentioned that 
the NSSF offers some meeting room space 
and suggested approaching Bill Brassard 
or Glenn Sapir about arranging this as far 
in advance as possible. Taylor advised all 
board members interested in attending to 
register as media attendees as soon as possi-
ble. Ballard suggested making appointments 
with supporters and discussing conference 
sponsorship and participation at the show. 
 Meeting dates were discussed; Jan. 15, 
2013, was proposed and will be confirmed 
as soon as possible.
 Powell advised revisiting the topic of for-
mally establishing this format for the 2013 
winter meeting via board action.
 Moved (Graham/Schroeder) that atten-
dance in person at the winter board meeting 
be undertaken at the individual’s expense 
and not at the expense of the organization.
 Discussion commenced. Giner suggested 
adding that members not able to attend in 
person would participate via conference 
call. Hunt asked whether this policy should 
be established as formal practice moving 
forward; this was not deemed necessary 
at this time. Powell asked about covering 
expenses for OWAA legal counsel; he is 
happy to participate via conference call. 
 Motion carries. 

GOOD OF THE ORDER
 Ulrich approached the board about 
removing his photos from the photo contest 
images that will be sent on tour; his photos 
were cropped and the images as printed do 

not represent what he submitted. McKalip 
asked if new prints could be made for inclu-
sion in the tour. Giner will investigate. 
 Ulrich also stated that he appreciated the 
2012 policy of waiving conference registra-
tion fees for EIC contest winners.
 Ulrich commented further on the issue of 
photographing captive animals. He ob-
served that the practice, once popular, has 
more recently fallen out of favor. 
 Schroeder returned to Sapir’s suggestion 
at the general membership meeting about 
sending OWAA’s president to meet with the 
NRA. Taylor responded that he discussed 
this with Sapir already and plans to do this. 
 Schroeder commented on the subject of 
membership numbers and recruitment. He 
asked about outreach to state and regional 
outdoor communicators groups and efforts 
to promote membership in OWAA to the 
members of these groups. Taylor recom-
mended that a renewed attempt to do this be 
undertaken.
 Queneau spoke positively of the Missoula- 
based “Off the Record” happy hour and 
recommended that these events be convened 
elsewhere in order to raise OWAA’s profile 
and recruit members. 
 Queneau also challenged all board mem-
bers to suggest potential new members to 
headquarters staff and help recruit them.
 Queneau asked about headquarters’ out-
reach to recruit new members and suggested 
that member-recruitment materials be sent 
to all board members so that they can offer 
input and advice on how to improve these 
materials. 
 Freeman requested that headquarters 
break down mailing lists for supporters so 
that outreach to them can be undertaken 
on a more formal and ongoing basis — to 
inform them of benefits and opportunities to 
reach individual members and to strengthen 
their allegiance to OWAA. He advised that 
individual sections adopt a similar outreach 
approach. Graham asked about section 
meetings at conference; Queneau responded 

that numbers were low at the one meeting 
he attended. The suggestion was made to 
schedule section meetings at next year’s 
conference during a lunch.
 McKalip raised the topic of professional 
development opportunities as a benefit of 
OWAA membership. She asked that the 
board consider ways members could be of-
fered added-value member benefits that take 
place throughout the year. 
 Queneau suggested that quarterly meet-
ings and forums be convened in which 
members could participate via conference 
call and engage in dialogue and gain knowl-
edge. Notable and knowledgeable non-
members could be approached about being 
guest speakers and simultaneously recruited 
as members.  
 Further discussion took place about en-
gaging sections. A new section focusing on 
bloggers is being established. 
 Prettyman raised the topic of OWAA at-
tracting and retaining “superstars” who have 
the greatest reach in the outdoors communi-
ty. Discussion commenced about the range 
of experts and authorities who comprise the 
OWAA membership. 
 McKalip encouraged all board members 
to develop an elevator speech that speaks to 
the volume and breadth of authority that is 
the OWAA membership. Comments were 
made about the OWAA “niche” and defin-
ing its identity. 
 Powell pointed out that a productive 
discussion necessitates strong follow-up in 
order to realize its benefits. Taylor agreed 
that action and execution are necessary to 
capitalize on the good ideas generated dur-
ing this board meeting and stemming from 
conference. 
 Taylor thanked Graham for his excellent 
work in planning and executing the Alaska 
conference. The board loudly seconded.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 Meeting adjourned at 10:41 a.m. n

MEETING MINUTES: SEPT. 6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 32
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At Community Day, Chena Hot Springs Resort’s resident ice carver Heather Brice demonstrated her skills as 
conference attendees watched. The work of  Brice and her husband, Steve, fills Chena’s Aurora Ice Museum. 
OWAA staff  photo.

OWAA in Alaska
Attendees had plenty of chances to 
experience the great outdoors when they 
weren’t busy improving their professional 
skills during conference sessions. View 
more photos and event coverage online 
at owaa.org/ou.

Demo Day events included demonstrations and testing of  prod-
ucts provided by OWAA Supporting Groups. OWAA staff  photo. A rainy day didn’t stop Shooting Day from taking place. OWAA staff  photo.


